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POPULATION  OF  THE  CITY  OF  OMAHA  AND 
OF  NEBRASKA. 

YEA  I.                                                                                                                          HEBBASKA.  OMAUA.     »       IHCEEASE. 

1860,  United  States  Census 28,841  1,861 

1870,  United  Sbates  Census 122,993  16,083          14,222 

1880,  United  States  Census 452,402  29,678          13,595 

1885,  State  Census 740,645  61,835          32,157 

1886,  Estimated 975,000  80,000          18,165 

1887,  Estimated,  June 1,150,000  100,000 

1888,  Estimated,  June 1,350,000  120,000 


POPULATION  OF  DOUGLAS    COUNTY   FOR  THE 
YEARS  1860-1887. 

1860,  United  States  Census 4,328 

1870,  United  States  Census 19,982 

1880,  United  States  Census 37,645 

1885,  State  Census , 72,658 

1886,  Estimated,  June 115,000 

1887,  Estimated,  June 140,000 


NEBRASKA  FARMS  AND  FARM  OWNERSHIP. 

AoooBDiNG  TO  State  Census  OF  1885. 

1885  1880  1870         1860 

74,795.1  Sq.  miles. 
47,869,978  Acres. 

99,857  63,387  12,301         2,789 


Total  land  area.. 
Total  land  area 
No.  of  farms  . . 
No.  of  owners  .  , 
Acres  improved 
Value  of  farm  pro 
ducts  in  1884  . . . , 


81,049 
10,976,875  5,504,702 

$52,036,922  $31,708,914 


DOUGLAS  COUNTY  FARM  STATISTICS. 

ACCOBDING   TO    THE    CENSUS    OF    1885. 

Total  area 33.01  Sq.  miles 

Total  area 211,280  acres 

No.  of  farms 1,276 

No.  of  owners 824 

Tilled 100,231  acres 

Permanent  meadows,  etc 45,465  acres 

Farm  products  1884 $927,774 


PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS, 


Gentlemen:  We  are  about  to  enter  upon  the  twelfth 
year  of  the  Omaha  Board  of  Trade,  and  we  can  look 
back  with  pride  to  the  most  prosperous  year,  which 
not  alone  this  Board,  but  the  City  of  Omaha,  has  ever  ex- 
perienced. 

Our  most  sanguine  anticipation  and  wish  to  be  in  our 
home  has  been  consummated  during  the  year,  and  we 
are  now  in  our  own  building.  Although  not  a  marble 
palace,  which  has  cost  a  million  of  dollars,  we  have  a 
good,  substantial  structure,  well  arranged,  that  will  soon 
pay  for  itself  through  the  income  derived  from  its 
rentals.  And  right  here  I  may  suggest  tliat  quite  a 
number  of  people  outside  of  the  Board,  and,  I  am  also 
sorry  to  say,  a  few  members  of  the  Board,  have  the 
erroneous  impression  that  owing  to  the  presumed  high 
rental  asked  for  offices,  the  latter  have  not  been  rented  as 
rapidly  as  they  should  have  been.  This  is  not  the  casQ. 
The  rents  asked  for  the  offices  in  the  Board  of  Trade 
Building — the  best  commercial  building  in  the  city — are 
not  any  higher  than  those  asked  in  similar  buildings. 
The  reason  of  not  renting  the  offices  more  rapidly  is 
simply  that  the  supply  has  exceeded  the  demand.  But 
during  the  last  few  months  there  has  been  more  inquiry 
and  at  the  present  time  there  are  not  very  many  vacant 
offices  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

During  the  year  our  membership  fee  has  been  raised 
from  two  hundred  and  fifty  to  five  hundred  dollars,  and 
the  number  of  members  limited  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty.  Our  limit  has  nearly  been  reached,  as  there  are 
only  twenty-four  vacancies  now  existing.  And  as  there 
are  a  number  of  the  wholesale  houses  doing  business  in 
this  city  not  members  of  the  Board,  I  think  we  should 
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devise  some  plan  to  induce  every  business  firm  to  join. 
It  has  been  suggested  to  me  to  propose  the  following 
plan:  To  create  a  subscription  list,  each  subscriber  to 
pay  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum,  and  open  this  list  to 
any  one  who  is  interested  in  the  purposes  for  which  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  created,  and  give  these  subscribers 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  at  present  enjoyed  by  exist- 
ing members,  excepting  those  connected  with  ownership. 
This  would  entitle  subscribers  to  attend  the  open  Board, 
which  can  be  made  interesting,  providng  the  members 
and  subscribers  will  regularly  attend.  The  subscribers 
could  also  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
held  for  a  commercial,  mercantile,  or  other  purpose,  hav- 
ing the  advantages  of  the  city  in  view.  They  could  vote 
on  propositions,  etc.,  etc. — in  fact  have  equal  rights  with 
stock-holders  on  all  other  than  questions  aff'ecting 
ownership  and  control  of  the  property  of  the  Board, 
This  would  leave  all  the  rights  of  management  and 
ownership  to  the  original  members,  who  would  elect 
their  Directors  the  same  as  heretofore,  and  give  the 
twenty-five-dollar  subscribers  every  other  privilege  con- 
nected with  the  institution.  The  present  members  are 
paying  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum  dues,  and  if  w^e 
could  secure  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
subscribers,  I  think  a  great  deal  more  good  could  be 
accomplished.  v 

On  February  26th  the  Directors  took  initiatory  steps 
to  secure  the  Annual  Reunion  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors, 
and  on  March  14th  the  Reunion  Committee  reported  a 
subscription  of  seventy-five  hundred  dollars,  and  your 
President  was  authorized  to  give  the  required  guarantee. 
The  Reunion  was  held,  and  brought  a  large  number  of 
strangers  into  Omaha,  and  I  believe  turned  out  very 
satisfactory  to  all  concerned. 

On  April  20th  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  was  held  in  the  restaurant  room  of  the  new 
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building,  and  steps  taken  looking  to  the  organization  of 
a  Freight  Bureau.  On  May  9th  the  rules  for  the 'govern- 
ment of  the  Freight  Bureau  were  adopted,  and  on  May 
23rd  the  Directors  appointed  a  Freight  Bureau  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Freight  Bureau  has  proven  such  a  benefit,  not 
alone  to  its  members,  but  to  the  entire  City  of  Omaha ; 
that  although  there  was  a  tendency  to  discontinue  it,  I 
think  we  should  give  it  our  support  and  endeavor  to 
make  it  permanent,  as  none  but  good  results  can  be 
derived  from  such  a  bureau. 

On  May  23rd  the  Board  held  a  meeting  in  con- 
junction with  representatives  from  Yankton,  Wayne, 
West  Point,  and  other  interested  localities,  looking  to  the 
building  of  a  railroad  to  Yankton.  On  May  24th 
another  meeting  was  held,  and  a  proposition  from  J.  E. 
Young  and  associates  was  received  to  build  this  railroad, 
but,  I  am  sorry  to  sa}^,  it,  as  yet,  has  not  materialized. 
Our  citizens  should  be  awake  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  I  would  suggest  that  the  Omaha  Board  of  Trade 
send  a  delegation  to  Yankton,  as  early  as  possible,  to  see 
if  it  cannot  be  revived,  and  steps  taken  for  a  speedy 
building  of  the  road. 

In  May  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  held  their 
Synod  in  Omaha,  and  during  their  stay  arrangements 
were  made  to  take  the  Synod  to  South  Omaha  and  show 
them  our  Stock  Yards,  but  owing  to  lack  of  time  they 
were  unable  to  go.  They,  however,  expressed  themselves 
as  highly  pleased  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
received  and  entertained,  and  all  went  away  full  of 
praise  for  our  city. 

The  General  Synod  of  the  Lutheran  Church  held 
their  Assembly  in  Omaha  in  June,  and  were  also  well 
pleased  with  everything  they  saw  here. 

On  June  6th  the  Board  adopted  a  resolution  to  assist 


14         ELEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 

the  Nebraska  Central  Railroad  to  secure  the  privilege  of 
building  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri. 

On  July  11th  the  first  steps  were  taken  towards  the 
entertaining  of  the  National  Board  of  Charities,  con- 
vening August  25th.  They  met  here,  the  attendance 
was  quite  large,  and  the  same  as  all  other  bodies  who 
have  held  their  assemblies  in  Omaha,  bid  us  farewell, 
carrying  with  them  a  flattering  impression  of  our  young 
metropolis. 

On  September  3rd  a  largely  attended  meeting  was 
held  looking  to  the  support  of  the  Police  Commission, 
and  I  can  safely  say  that  the  Board  of  Trade  was  very 
instrumental  in  effecting  an  amicable  arrangement  be- 
tween the  City  Council  and  the  Police  Commission. 

On  September  13th  a  Special  Conimittee  to  receive 
and  entertain  President  Cleveland  was  appointed,  and  it 
is  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  carried  out,  and  how  pleased  the  President  and 
Mrs.  Cleveland  were  with  their  reception  in  Omaha. 

On  October  3rd  the  dedicatory  exercises  were  held  in 
this  hall,  w^hich  was  largely  attended  by  the  citizens  and 
ladies  of  Omaha.  On  October  4th  a  banquet  was  held 
for  the  members  and  invited  guests,  and  the  late  hour 
they  separated  was  a  proof  of  the  success. 

On  October  10th  it  was  resolved  to  hold  daily  ses- 
sions, commencing  October  17th. 

The  Board  of  Trade  has  held  twenty-two  meetings 
during  the  year,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  forty-two. 
Facts  and  figures  concerning  the  standing  of  the  Board 
can  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and 
Treasurer,  and  hence  no  necessity  for  me  to  linger  upon 
them. 

Omaha's  growth  during  the  year  1887  has  been 
marvelous,  and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  city  in  the 
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United  States  of  100,000  population  which  can  point  to 
such  an  extensive  exhibit  of  solid  improvements  as 
Omaha  has  made  during  the  past  year.  In  my  last  ad- 
dress I  predicted  an  increase  in  population  to  about 
90,000,  but  I  confidently  believe  that  we  have  over 
100,000  in  this  city  to-day.  The  buildings  which  have 
been  erected  during  the  year  are  as  fine  and  substantial 
as  have  been  built  in  the  same  time  anywhere  in  the 
United  States. 

The  best  index  of  the  strides  forward  made  is  the 
Clearing  house.  The  Omaha  clearings  for  the  year 
aggregate  nearly  $150,000,000,  as  against  $95,000,000 
during  the  year  1886. 

Manufacturing  in  Omaha  has  also  assumed  larger 
proportions,  as  the  aggregate  product  of  our  manufac- 
turing establishments,  exclusive  of  the  packing  houses, 
is  computed  to  be  over  twenty  million  dollars.  The 
number  of  workmen  employed  in  our  manufacturing 
establishments  is  nearly  10,000.  And  while  we  should 
foster  the  establishment  of  manufactories  in  our  city,  we 
must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  jobbers  ought  to 
be  encouraged,  as  the  jobbing  business  houses  are  the 
ones  that  bring  trade  and  commerce  to  the  city,  and 
ultimately  lead  to  the  establishment  of  manufactories. 
As  soon  as  there  is  a  demand  for  manufactured  articles, 
manufacturers  all  over  the  country  will  not  be  slow  to 
take  advantage  of  our  city,  which  is  the  distributing 
point  to  a  territory  far  removed  from  them,  and  will 
establish  themselves  here  where  they  can  readily  dispose 
of  their  products. 

Omaha  is  situated  to  become  a  great  commercial 
center.  We  have  now  over  two  hundred  jobbing  houses, 
with  a  capital  of  about  twelve  million  dollars,  engaged  in 
the  jobbing  trade,  and  the  sales  for  1887  foot  up  to 
nearly  fifty  million  dollars, 


16  ELEVENTH    ANNUAL    REPORT    OF    THE 

Omaha  sends  out  a  large  number  of  commercial 
travelers,  and  there  is  quite  a  little  army  of  book-keepers, 
clerks  and  salesmen  employed  in  the  jobbing  houses. 
Our  trade  extends  into  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Kansas,  and 
stretches  west  into  Wyoming,  Colorado,  Utah,  Idaho  and 
Montana.  Country  merchants  visiting  our  city  will  find 
a  large  selection  of  all  classes  of  goods  at  prices  as  low 
as  he  can  purchase  in  New  York — and  more  advantage- 
ous terms,  taking  the  time  required  for  shipping  goods 
from  far  Eastern  points  into  consideration. 

Omaha  is  now  the  third  largest  pork  market  in 
America,  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  she  will 
rank  first  in  her  packing  industries.  There  were  nearly 
1,500,000  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep  handled  in  our  stock 
yards  last  year,  which  is  an  increase  of  fully  200  per 
cent,  over  the  preceding  year — nearly  a  million  hogs 
were  slaughtered,  about  seventy  thousand  beeves  and 
fifty  thousand  sheep — the  aggregate  value  of  which  is 
nearly  fourteen  million  dollars.  The  increase  is  three  to 
one  over  the  year  1886. 

The  railroads  are  beginning  to  acknowledge  Omaha 
as  an  important  point,  and  during  the  last  few  months 
the  distance  between  Eastern  and  Western  points  have 
been  reduced  in  time,  as  limited  trains  have  been  put  on 
between  Omaha  and  Chicago,  and  Omaha  and  San 
Francisco,  which  cannot  help  but  be  beneficial  to  our 
city. 

We  are  justly  proud  of  our  banking  institutions. 
They  are  sound  and  safe.  There  has  never  been  a  bank 
failure  in  Omaha.  We  have  now  twenty-one  strong  and 
solid  institutions,  of  which  nine  are  National  Banks,  six 
Private  Banks,  two  Savings  Banks  and  four  Loan  and 
Trust  Companies.  I  also  understand  there  is  a  move- 
ment on  foot  to  establish  another  strong  bank  in  the 
near  future. 
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Omaha  has  always  taken  great  pride  in  her  news- 
paper^, and  justly  so,  as  I  think  we  have  four  as  good 
daily  papers  as  are  published  anywhere  in  the  United 
States.  They  all  take  a  great  interest  in  our  city,  and 
although  they  may  have  different  political  opinions,  I 
find  when  anything  of  interest  to  Omaha  arises  they 
stand  united  to  procure  and  defend  her  rights.  This 
was  splendidly  illustrated  in  our  efforts  to  secure  the 
National  Republican  Convention,  and  although  we  did 
not  succeed,  we  can  be  proud  of  the  complimentary  vote 
received  from  the  National  Committee,  and  if  we  had 
sufficient  hotel  accommodations  we  would  have  secured 
the  prize.  But  Omaha  never  stops  half  way,  and  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  she  will  try  again,  and  cer- 
tainly succeed.  By  that  time  our  new  million-dollar 
hotel  wil  undoubtedly  be  completed,  and  we  can  go  to 
the  Convention  prepared  to  offer  good  accommodations 
to  all  who  come. 

Another  feature  to  which  I  desire  to  refer  is  the 
annual  review  made  by  our  papers  of  the  business  and 
progress  made  by  Omaha  during  the  past  year,  which  is 
very  creditable  and  certainly  reliable. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  items  of  great  importance 
which  I  could  suggest,  but  it  is  impossible  to  dwell  upon 
them  now\  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  have  every  reason  to 
anticipate  a  brilliant  future,  and  this  anticipation  is 
founded  upon  the  wonderful  results  shown  in  the  short 
resume  which  I  have  made  of  our  progress  during  the 
year,  and  which  reasonably  shows  that  Omaha  is  destined 
to  be  the  great  commercial  center  of  the  West,  and  we 
trust  that  the  year  1888  will  not  have  closed  without 
seeing  this  anticipation  realized,  and  as  one  of  the 
features  of  that  realization,  the  foundation  of  a  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  dollar  Post  Office,  which  has  been 
made  imperatively  necessary  by  the  marvelous  increase 
in  trade  and  commerce  which  Omaha  has  enjoyed. 
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In  conclusion,  gentlemen,  I  desire  to  thank  you  and 
my  colleagues  in  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  uniform 
courtesy  shown  me,  and  also  to  tender  you  my  thanks 
for  the  exceeding  honor  you  have  conferred  in  electing 
me  for  three  succeeding  years  as  President  of  this  Board. 

MAX   MEYER. 


SECRETARY'S  FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Balance    Sheet  of   the    Omaha    Board   of    Trade, 
January  9th,  1888. 


Membership 

Assessments 

Transfer  fees 

Rent  collected 

Interest  

Membership  ledger 

Real  estate  fund,  J.  A.  Wakefield,  treasurer. 

General  fund 

OflElce  expenses 

Salaries 

Books,  stationery  and  printing 

Building 

Real  estate 

Advertising 

Miscellaneous  expenses 

Board  opening  and  banquet  expenses 

Taxes 

Associated  press 

Market  reports 

Supplies  and  sundry  expenses  of  building. 

Insurance 

Legal  expenses 

Elevator 

Furnitiwre 

Individuals  and  companies  G.  A.  R.  reunion 

Freight  bureau 

Gain  and  losses 

First  mortgage  loan 

Second  mortgage  loan 

Unaccrued  interest 

Trust  deed  bonds 

Cash  in  hands  of  secretary 


Total $135,286  TOJ 


;  6,516  42 
626  75 

266  23 

342  70 

1,681  25 

190  12 

97,913  84 

13,000  00 

527  67 

1  70 

835  98 

995  42 

180  00 

305  19 

2,604  99 

1,040  00 

3  20| 

489  651 

1,177  76l 

1,488  81 

11  28 


6,000  00 
92  85 


$  35,875  00 

5,631  25 

20  00 

11,988  19 


189  85 


982  41 

60,000  00 

5,000  00 

16,600  00 


$135,286  70 


Statements  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  for  the 
Year  Ending  January  9th,  1888. 

GBNERAL  FUND  ACCOUNT— RECEIPTS. 
Balance  in  hands  of  Jno.  A.  Wakefield,  treas'r, . . 

per  secretary's  books  in  January,  1887 $    219  18 

Amount  received  on  account  of  dues $  5,229  50 

Amount  received  on  account  of  transfer  fees. ,  20  00 

Amount  received  on  account  of  banquet 650  00 

Amount  received  on  account  of  sundry  per- 
sons    6  00 


Total  receipts , 
Grand  total... 


$5,906  60 
$6,124  68 
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GENERAL  FUND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

Amount  paid  for  rent $     280  00 

Amount  paid  for  ofiBce  expenses 62  70 

Salary  of  secretary I5SOO  00 

Salary  of  treasurer 10  ^JJ 

Salary  of  clerk 90  0^ 

Salary  of  messenger .•••••••  -,0^  fS 

Amount  paid  for  books,  stationery,  prmtmg..  lyo  iJ 

Amount  paid  for  advertising ^^J  51 

Amount  paid  for  miscellaneous  expenses 1  70 

Amount  paid  for  freight  bureau 1,483  81 

Amount  paid  for  board  opening  and  banquet. .  1,035  98 

Amount  paid  for  market  reports 305  19 

Amount  paid  for  individuals  and  companies .  .  17  28 

Amount  paid  for  Associated  press  dispatches. .  180  OQ  ^  ^^^  ^^ 

Balance  in  hands  of  treasurer ^qo  «k 

Cash  in  hands  of  secretary 9/^ 

$6,124  68 

REAL  ESTATE  FUND  RECEIPTS. 

Balance  in  hands  of  Jno.  A.  Wakefield,  treasurer,  ^.^^^o  «k 

to  January,  1887,  per  secretary's  books. .  . .  ^16,57 J  65 
Amount   received  from  76    memberships    at 

%250each $19,000  00 

Amount  received  from  sale  trust  deed  bonds. .  200  00 

Amount  received  from  rents ^h^^^  19  ^3^  ggg  ^^ 

Overdraft  paid  by  J.  A.  Wakefield,  treasurer .  .  ISd  85 

Total $47,600  69 

REAL  ESTATE  FUND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

Amount  paid  account  contracts  on  building .  .  $34,826  44 

Amount  paid  account  furniture •  1,1J7  75 

Amount  paid  account  insurance 840  00 

Amount  paid  account  taxes Afl  ?,n 

Amount  paid  account  second  mortgage 1,000  ou 

Amount  paid  account  interest 4,857  81 

Amount  paid  account  basement  bonds 700  00 

Amount  paid  account  trust  deed  bonds 800  00 

Amount  paid  account  rebate  of  rent ''"^q  on 

Amount  paid  account  legal  expenses .  3  wO 

Amount  paid  account  supplies  and  sundry  ex- 
penses building 2,463  84 

Amount  paid  account  expenses  elevator 4»y^ 

TRUST  DEED  BOND  ACCOUNT. 

Issued  Nos.  1  to  164=164  at  $100  each $16,400  00 

Redeemed  bonds  24,  39,  40,  51,  103,  104,  120, 

134=8  at  $100  each ,.  •  •  •  800  00 

Balance  outstanding  is $lo,600  00 


$47,600  69 
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BUSINESS   TRANSACTIONS. 


As  the  business  transactions  of  1886  surpassed  those 
of  previous  years,  so  has  1887  proved  to  be  more  pros- 
perous than  that  of  1886.  Not  only  did  the  retail  trade 
increase  within  our  corporate  limits,  but  so  did  our 
wholesale  transactions  add  substantial  proof  of  the 
growth  of  our  city  and  the  territory  tributary  to  it- 
Energy  and  push  have  been  the  watch-word  among  our 
jobbers  and  their  effects  are  seen  in  the  strong  grasp  our 
wholesalers  now  hold  on  trade  territory  which  a  year 
ago  was  hotly  contended  for  by  rivals.  Each  year  sees 
the  development  of  the  trade  on  the  part  of  the  Omaha 
merchants  to  an  extent  which  forces  Eastern  competitors 
to  relinquish  entirely  the  trade  which  is  naturally 
tributary  to  Omaha.  And  while  Omaha  has  grown  to  a 
degree  hardly  deemed  possible  by  our  most  sanguine 
citizens,  the  developments  of  the  State  have  shown  that 
our  growth  has  not  been  proportionately  larger,  but  in 
truth  has  demonstrated  one  of  the  surest  proofs  of  the 
healthy  growth  of  our  commerce — this  is  in  the  fact  that 
its  increase  has  been  proportioned  to  the  growth  of  the 
State  at  large.  The  business  of  1888  has  steadily  in- 
creased over  that  of  a  corresponding  period  for  1887. 
Probably  no  better  idea  of  the  business  situation  at 
Omaha  can  be  given  than  that  represented  in  the 
"  Business  Outlook,"  the  publication  of  R.  G.  Dun  &  Co., 
which  reports  as  follows : 

"  The  condition  of  trade  and  the  general  outlook  for 
the  future  have  never  appeared  so  promising  as  to-day  in 
Nebraska.  The  backwardness  of  spring  and  the  dis- 
turbance created  by  strikes  and  rate  wars  of  the  Western 
trunk  lines,  would,  it  was  feared,  cut  down  the  volume 
of  business  tributary  to   Omaha  considerably,  but  the 
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growth  of  the  country  has  been  so  rapid  that  sales  foot- 
ing to  date  in  1888  show  an  average  increase  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  for  the  same  period  of  1887  in  the  amount  of 
business  done  by  our  jobbers.  Collections  have  been 
very  good  and  money  has  not  been  so  plentiful  for  years. 
Five  years  ago  Nebraska  went  East  for  her  supply  of 
canned  goods,  butter,  eggs,  etc.;  to-da}^  the  State  is 
wholly  productive  in  these  lines  and  has  begun  shipping 
to  the  East.  The  hog  and  cattle  industries  have  in- 
creased to  an  almost  incredible  extent,  and  Omaha  is 
now  the  second  city  in  the  United  States  in  the  magni- 
tude of  its  pork  packing  interests.  The  manufacturing 
interests  have  driven  apace,  and  every  day  new  plants 
are  being  located  and  new  capital  added  to  that  already 
here.  Several  lines  of  new  railroad  are  projected  and 
within  twelve  months  two  new  roads  will  tap  additional 
territory,  geographically  directly  tributary  to  Omaha, 
promising  a  great  accession  of  trade.  A  careful  com- 
parison shows  an  absolute  increase  in  the  trade  of  the 
city  during  the  past  six  months  of  fully  fifteen  per  cent., 
and  the  outlook  for  the  last  half  of  the  year  is  most 
excellent." 

The  foregoing  is  without  doubt  a  very  conservative 
statement  as  to  the  condition  and  growth  of  business 
throughout  the  State  and  Omaha  for  the  first  six  months 
of  1888,  the  estimate  as  to  the  increase  of  business  being 
under  rather  than  over.  A  still  surer  evidence  of  our 
growth  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany report  having  sold  fifty  per  cent,  more  goods  dur- 
ing the  first  six  months  of  1888  than  during  a  like 
period  of  1887.  And  this  institution  being  an  acknowl- 
edged monopoly  in  its  line  the  fluctuations  of  its 
business  is  certainly  a  most  excellent  index  of  the  gen- 
eral trade  throughout  the  City  and  State. 

The  following  statement  furnished  through  the 
courtesy  of  W.  0.  Taylor,  Superintendent  of  Bradstreet's 
Mercantile  Agency,  shows  in  comparison  of  the  preced- 
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ing  year  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  the  mercan- 
tile firms  doing  business  in  Omaha  has  been  steady  and 
uniform.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  list  of 
jobbing  houses  below  does  not  include  a  statement  of  all 
the  lines  represented,  and  while  at  present  certain  lines 
are  sufficiently  represented  there  are  others  that  are  not. 
Each  year  sees  the  opening  up  of  some  new  line  of  whole- 
sale business,  exclusive  in  its  nature,  which  had  hereto- 
fore been  operated  with  other  lines.  There  is  ample 
room  for  competition  in  many  lines  of  the  wholesale 
jobbers,  and  the  inability  of  the  present  firms  to 
thoroughly  supply  the  demands  of  the  varied  market 
which  Omaha  supplies  simply  proves  that  competition 
would  be  acceptable  to  them  and  that  harmonious  action 
in  this  regard  would  result  in  profit  to  all. 

Number   of    jobbing    houses   doing   business    in    Omaha   August 

1,  1887 *27 

Number  of  jobbing  houses  that  commenced  business  during  the 

year  ending  August  1,  1888 48 

Total  for  the  year  ending  August  1,  1888 275 

Number  of  jobbing  houses  that  retired  during  the  same  time 11 

Total  number  of  wholesale  houses  now  doing  business  in  Omaha . .  264 

The  forty-eight  houses  that  commenced  business  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  represent  the  following  trades : 

Wholesale   cigars ^ 

Wholesale  fruits  and  commission 4 

Wholesale  paints  and  oils 3 

Wholesale  flour ^ 

Wholesale   liquors * 1 

Wholesale  clothing ^ 

Wholesale  boots  and  shoes 1 

Wholesale  guns,  etc 2 

Wholesale  carriages ^ 

Wholesale  stationery J 

Wholesale  paper j 

Wholesale  oysters  and  fish ^ 

Wholesale  seeds J 

Wholesale  coal ^ 

Wholesale  rubber  goods | 

Wholesale  drugs ^ 

Wholesale  hats  and  caps j 

Wholesale  candy } 

Wholesale  implements ^ 

Wholesale  soaps ^-  •  ■ 
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Wholesale  jewelry 2 

Wholesale  crockery 

Wholesale  notions 

Wholesale  teas 

Wholesale  doors  and  blinds 

Wholesale  safes 

Wholesale  meats 

Wholesale  crackers 

Wholesale  seeds 

Wholesale  bags 

Wholesale  overalls 

This  list  of  jobbing  houses  includes  all  concerns  who 
are  manufacturing  and  jobbing  their  own  goods,  and  also 
such  firms  as  are  doing  a  retail  and  jobbing  business 
combined.  We  give  below  a  list  of  the  principal  trades 
thus  represented,  with  the  number  of  houses  in  each  line : 

Groceries 7 

Fruit  and  produce 22 

Cigars  and  tobacco 15 

Boots  and  shoes 5 

Dry  goods 2 

Notions 4 

Hats  and  caps 2 

Hardware 8 

Iron  and  steel 2 

Flour 8 

Crockery 4 

Meats,  etc 5 

Crackers 2 

Teas  and  coffees 5 

Candies '. 5 

Extracts,  etc 5 

Drugs B 

Jewelry 3 

Sundries 3 

Paints  and  oils 7 

Agricultural  implements 10 

Lumber , 14 

Harness  and  leather 4 

Butter  and  eggs 4 

Steam  and  water  supplies 3 

Liquors 8 

Seeds 1 

Syrups 1 

Clothing 2 

Guns,  etc 3 

Stationery 3 

Rubber  goods 1 

Paper 2 

Coal 6 

Furniture 2 

Art  goods 2 

Barb  wire 2 

White  lead  manufactories 1 
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Overall  manufactories 2 

Wall  paper 2 

Carpets 3 

Baking  powder 3 

Auction  and  commission 1 

Bags •     1 

Barbers'  supplies 2 

Basket  manufactories 2 

Broom  manufactories 3 

Machinery 1 

Stoves 1 

Safes , 2 

Mattress  manufactories 1 

Soaps 2 

Sash,  doors  and  blinds 3 

Music 1 

Total  number  of  all    firms  and  individuals    doing  business    in 

Omaha  August  1,  1887 1993 

Number  added  during  year  ending  August  1,  1888 728 

Number  that  retired  from  business  during  same  time 211 

Leaving  a  net  gain  during  the  past  year  of  (or  an  increase  of 

twenty-one  per  cent.) 517 

Total  number  of    firms  and  individuals  now  doing  business  in 

Omaha 2410 

COMPARED  WITH  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Total  number  of  firms  and  individuals  doing  business  in  Omaha 

August  1, 1886 1616 

Number  added  during  year  ending  August  1,  1887 668 

Number  that  retired  from  business  during  that  same  year 291 

Leaving  a  net  gain  during  that  year  of 377 

Net  gain  for  the  year  ending  August  1,  1888,  as  stated  above, was . .     517 

"      SOUTH  OMAHA. 

The  above  statement  does  not  include  South  Omaha. 
That  has  seen  its  principal  growth  during  the  past  two 
years,  and  has  now  197  firms  and  individuals  doing 
business,  and  the  following  lines  are  represented  : 

Banks  (one  National,  one  State  and  one  Savings) 3 

Packing  houses 5 

Live  stock  commission 35 

Hides,  etc . . .    2 

Rendering,  etc 2 

Breweries 1 

Retail  stores,  saloons,  hotels,  etc 149 

Total 197 

The  growth  of  this  place  during  the  past  year  far  out- 
ranks any  other  point  in  the  State. 

RESPECTING  NEBRASKA. 

While  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  rapid  increase  in 
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Omaha  the  past  year,  it  is  also  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  City  is  not  growing  faster  than  the  State  and  terri- 
tory demands. 

As  will  be  seen  by  comparing  the  following  state- 
ment with  that  of  Omaha,  the  City  has  increased  the 
past  year  about  six  per  cent,  faster  than  the  State,  but 
that  is  as  it  should  be  when  one  considers  the  large  ter- 
ritory west  of  Nebraska  that  is  tributary  to  this  market : 

Total  number  of  all  firms  and  individuals  doing   business   in 

Nebraska  August  1,  1887 15,623 

Number  added  during  the  past  year 5,117 

Number  that  retired  from  business  during  same  time 2,808 

Showing  a  net  gain  of 2,309 

Total  number  of  firms  and  individuals  now  doing  business  in 

Nebraska 17,932 

The  wholesale  business  of  1887  was  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  $45,000,000.  The  following  statement  of  the 
transactions  for  that  period  is  given  to  illustrate  the 
volume  of  the  different  lines  of  business  stated.  Special 
effort  has  been  made  to  obtain  reliable  and  conservative 
information.  The  same  has  been  verified  by  application 
to  the  firms  comprising  the  trade  in  the  various 
branches : 

Auction  and  commission $  250,000 

Agricultural  implements  and  wagons 2,750,000 

Awnings 12,000 

Artists'   materials ^^^_^__^^^^ 125,000 

Barb  wire •>^'^^^  ""E?;-^^^^^*. • 350,000 

Beer •/^k^'^^riT/ww^^^V^-  •  •  •  •  1»250,000 

Books  and  stationery ff'^'  ••.••••  • -9?^. "^^  •  •  •  600,000 

Boots  and  shoes //n'-  JT-rir-T?  -P  ^T  H'-XT'-H-  •  •  1*800,000 

Brick  and  tile il . .  . .  ? .  7.  .*.  .f^ .*V  .9.*  * .  A  JJ. . .  800,000 

Box-makers ^^C^'A-^'  •  -^^^ ^''W*'j¥  • '  •  27,000 

Broom-makers •Xj^X-Jl?A'R-'»^S^ 35,000 

Butter  and  eggs r^^i^^^M^^^^ 500,000 

Carpets TTTTTTrrTTTTTT. 180,000 

Confectionery 350,000 

Carriage  manufacturers 175,000 

Cigars  and  tobacco,  manufactured  and  wholesale 850,000 

Coal  and  Coke 1,900,000 

Coppersmiths  and  brass 27,000 

Crackers 525,000 

Cornice  works 150,000 

Coopers 70,000 

Crockery  and  glassware 300,000 

Distilleries 3,000,0*0 

Drugs 1,350,000 
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Dry  Goods 2,300,000 

Electrical  apparatus 100,000 

Flour  and  feed  mills 1,200,000 

Furniture..- ^'^?S'^^^ 

Fence  work .3^^^ 

Grain 6,000,000 

Groceries ^'500,000 

Hardware,  iron  and  wagon  works 2,000,000 

Hats  and  caps t^J'?^? 

Guns  and  pistols i^^'XXn 

Iron  and  steel onn'nn^ 

Jewelry,  manufactured  and  on  commission 200,000 

Lead,  manufactured,  bars,  pipe  and  shot  work 2,250,000 

Linseed  oil ^'?.^^'^^^ 

Lime  and  cement ^00,000 

Lumber 7,250,000 

Machinery,  boilers  supplies  and  tools 2,500,000 

Millinery 200,000 

Musical  instruments i  ono  ooo 

Notions ^'?on'nnn 

Oils,  illuminating 780,000 

Paints  and  oils iJ«?'?o4 

Pork  and  beef  packing,  cost i  QJn'nnn 

Produce  and  commission '.„1:'™ 

Paper 425,000 

Roofing  and  'slate  work i2?'nAn 

Rubber  goods 225,000 

Safe  works l^^'^^O 

Shirt  manufacturers nnn  nnn 

Sash,  doors  and  blinds,  plaining  mills Ton^  no^ 

Refined  syrups'. '.'.'.'.'.'. • 5^,000 

Stone  manufacturers  and  marble  works ioj  nnn 

Saddlery  and  harness io  nnn 

Show  cases J.2'^"" 

Stoves  and  tinware •  •  ^""'"nX 

Teas,  coffees  and  spices onnnci 

Trunk  manufacturing k^nnn 

Toys  and  willow-ware ^"'""" 

Vinegar  manufacturing ^nn  ono 

Woollens  'and'  "clothing o^n  nnn 

Leather,  hides,  wool  and  tallow o?  nnnn 

Wall  paper 210,000 


PACKING  INDUSTRIES. 


In  the  steady  onward  progress  Omaha  has,  during 
the  past  year,  made  toward  recognition  as  the  second 
packing  center  of  the  country,  the  wisdom  and  sagacity 
of  those  who  predicted  this  proud  position  for  our  city, 
has  been  most  fully  demonstrated.  It  needs  but  a  brief 
glance  at  the  report  of  the  Packers'  Association  for  the 
year  1887,  (which  will  be  found  appended  hereto),  and 
an  examination  of  the  enormous  ratio  of  increase  in  ex- 
hibits over  the  showing  of  previous  years,  to  convince 
the  most  skeptical  that  the  expectations  of  the  ultra  san- 
guine are  more  than  realized.  Pre-eminently  may  this 
be  said  of  the  hog  product,  where  the  record  is  swollen 
from  249,719  head  killed  in  1886  to  that  of  823,208  head 
in  1887,  by  the  organizations  embraced  within  the 
Packers'  Association  alone. 

No  truer  words  could  have  been  used  than  those 
quoted  in  our  last  report,  when  saying:  "Situated  in 
the  very  heart  of  the  greatest  corn  raising  section  of  the 
country,  the  future  of  the  pork  packing  industry  is  prac- 
tically limitless." 

The  singularly  favorable  location  of  Omaha  for  this 
character  of  business,  has  attracted  capital  in  large 
figures  until  now  our  packing  interests  rests  upon  a  sure 
and  solid  foundation.  New  enterprises  are  projected  and 
vast  sums  of  money  are  being  expended  in  enlarging 
already  existing  plants. 

A  brief  mention  of  the  leading  houses  represented  in 
the  Packers'  Association  will  be  found  of  interest  in  this 
connection.  Early  in  the  fall  of  1887  the  Armour- 
Cudahy  Company  became  possessed  of  the  plant 
originally  constructed  in  the  Lipton  interest  and  immedi- 
ately commenced  a  series  of  enlargement  and  improve- 
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ment,  fully  illustrating  their  entire  confidence  in  the 
stability  of  packing  enterprises  in  our  midst.  The  build- 
ings embraced  in  the  perfected  plant  will  cover  ten  acre^, 
and  operations  are  being  conducted  on  such  a  gigantic 
scale  as  to  render  it  necessary,  in  order  that  delay  may  be 
avoided,  for  this  enterprising  firm  to  manufacture  their 
own  brick,  and  with  this  purpose  in  view  they  have 
commenced  manufa^jture  with  a  full  force,  expecting  to 
turn  out  the  enormous  quantity  of  five  million  of  brick, 
all  of  which  will  be  utilized  in  the  buildings  in  course  of 
erection. 

The  plant,  when  completed,  will  be  a  little  world  of 
itself,  embracing  not  only  an  abattoir,  but  a  lard 
refinery,  ham  house,  canning  room,  tin  shop,  oleo  oil 
factory,  and  a  thoroughly  equipped  fire  department, 
within  its  walls. 

The  business  of  this  one  firm  will  require,  in  all  of 
its  varied  phases,  the  employment  of  some  two  thousand 
men,  involving  the  distribution  annually  in  wages  of 
over  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars.  Evidently 
they  have  come  to  stay. 

The  interests  of  the  Anglo-American  Packing  Com- 
pany have  been  merged  into  a  new  organization  known 
as  the  Omaha  Packing  Company,  whose  plant  is  probably 
the   most  expensively  and  thor©ughly   equipped   of    its 
kind  in  the   world.     The  distinguishing  feature  intro- 
duced by  this  enterprising   Company,  is  found  in  the 
creation  of  a  complete  system  of  artificial  ice  manufac- 
ture, used  in  refrigerating,  in  the  most  thorough  manner, 
their   entire  packing  house    premises.     Ammonia  and 
water,  by  the  peculiar  process  in  use,  is  condensed  and 
forced  through  a  network  of  iron  pipes  forming  a  coat- 
ing of  frost  on  the  exterior,  resulting  in  establishing  a 
temperature     that     can     be     uniformly    increased     or 
diminished  at  will. 

Whilst  the  outlay  required  in  thus  calling  science  to 
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the  aid  of  commerce,  is  very  great,  compensating 
advantages  are  found,  not  only  in  the  evenness  and  cer- 
tainty of  results,  but  in  entire  freedom  from  all  necessit}^ 
of  cutting  and  storing  the  natural  product  or  of  provid- 
ing store-houses  for  its  reception.  With  these  considera- 
tions the  refrigerator  process,  established  through  the 
formation  of  ice  by  chemical  aid,  may  well  be  supposed 
to  be,  after  all,  the  most  efficient  and  economical. 

The  Swift  Packing  House,  although  hardly  yet 
started  at  the  writing  of  this  report,  is  making  rapid 
strides  to  the  front.  Amply  provided  with  facilities  for 
packing  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  under  cover  of  their 
mammoth  structure,  they  are  steadily  increasing  their 
business  and  are  doing  their  full  share  towards  pushing 
Omaha  to  her  position  as  the  leading  packing  center  of 
the  country.  Their  house  was  opened  on  the  17th  of 
November,  1887,  and  from  the  results  already  accom- 
plished it  may  be  safely  prophesied  their  record  for  the 
coming  year  will  fulfill  all  expectations. 

The  Pioneer  Company,  the  Hammond,  with  its  per- 
fect system  for  utilizing  cattle  and  hogs,  continues  its 
successful  career  under  the  intelligent  management  of 
its  Superintendent,  H.  H.  Meday,  Esq.  Possessed  of 
peculiar  advantages  in  having  at  hand  everything 
essential  to  good  service,  its  location  and  its  system  of 
refrigerator  cars  enables  it  to  command  a  business  far 
into  the  South  and  Sou-thwest,  carrying  with  it  to  remote 
sections  of  our  country  the  undoubted  evidence  of  the 
superiority  of  Omaha  packing,  and  bearing  unceasing 
testimony  to  the  energy,  pluck  and  high  business  charac- 
teristics of  Omaha  merchants. 

The  Union  Rendering  Company  and  the  Nebraska 
Rendering  Company  are  valuable  adjuncts  in  connection 
with  the  packing  houses  in  transforming  the  refuse  of 
the  market  into  material  of  great  commercial  value. 
Here  everything  in  shape  of  offal  is  utilized,  thus  round- 
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ing  up,  as  it  were,  the  mission  of  these  great  commercial 
schemes  in  securing,  through  judicious  treatment,  every 
point  of  usefulness  and  advantage  that  can  be  extracted 
from  the  entire  packing-house  system. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  been  unable  to  ob- 
tain a  statement  of  classified  output  resulting  from  these 
important  aids,  but  it  is  hoped  that  such  information 
may  be  forthcoming  in  future  reports. 

When  the  number  of  employes  and  their  compensa- 
tion is  considered  it  will  be  at  once  evident  what  a 
powerful  factor  exists  in  the  membership  of  the  Packers' 
Association  itself,  in  advancing  the  interest  of  our  city 
and  in  contributing  to  its  marvelous  growth  and 
prosperity.  We  note  by  the  Chairman's  report  there  are 
1,605  men  employed  in  this  packing  interest,  thus  repre- 
senting, on  the  usual  basis,  a  population  of  nearly  five 
thousand  souls,  and  also  find  there  is  nearly  one-half 
million  dollars  distributed  in  wages  annually  to  these 
employes. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  report  in  reference 
is  made  up  to  the  close  of  the  year  1887,  since  which 
time  the  number  of  employes,  owing  to  the  marvelous 
extensions  and  increased  facilities  which  have  sprung 
into  existence,  has  been  more  than  doubled,  with,  of 
course,  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  dis- 
tributed in  wages. 

Such  facts,  in  connection  with  the  rapid  and  con- 
tinually increasing  demand  for  skilled  labor,  demon- 
strate beyond  doubt  not  only  the  permanency  of  the 
enterprise,  but  of  its  ever-growing  volume  of  success, 
until  we  may  safely  assume  the  day  to  be  not  far  distant 
when  Omaha  will  take,  and  maintain,  the  first  rank  in 
the  packing  centers  of  the  world. 

This  is  no  idle  boast;  the  day  has  gone  by  forever 
when  any  doubt  as  to  the  future  of  the  beef  and  pork 
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packing  interest  here  can  by  any  possibility  be  allowed 
to  exist.  The  experimental  period  has  been  triumphantly 
passed  and  our  rivals  themselves  are  being  forced  to 
adrait  the  certainties  of  our  future.  The  elements  of 
this  phenomonal  success  are  found  not  only  in  the  sin- 
gularly favorable  geographical  position  of  Omaha,  nor  to 
be  wholly  attributable  to  the  value  of  her  railroad  con- 
nections, great  as  these  in  reality  are,  but  a  careful 
inquirer  will  discover  other  sources  of  prosperity  con- 
nected with  our  location,  that  are  eagerly  seized  upon 
and  made  available  by  the  keen  commercial  instincts  of 
the  leaders  in  the  business,  who  are  so  quick  to  turn 
these  peculiar  advantages  to  account. 

It  is  a  notable  fact  that  Nebraska  produces  the 
heaviest  hogs,  affording  the  highest  percentage  of  yield 
in  lard,  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  This  is  amply 
demonstrated  by  the  careful  research  made  in  connection 
with  the  subject  by  the  Cincinnati  Price  Current,  tjie 
result  of  whose  investigations,  covering  a  period  of  four 
months,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  quoting  below.  A 
glance  at  the  table  demonstrates  that  -  Nebraska  heads 
the  list  among  the  hog  producing  States,  in  both  of  these 
the  most  desirable  features  of  the  trade.  Can  it  then  be 
wondered  at  that,  with  all  of  the  peculiar  advantages  we 
enjoy,  capital  should  be  attracted,  and  labor  and  intelli- 
gence enlisted  in  building  up  this  great  commercial 
industry  with  all  its  glorious  promise  for  the  future. 
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SUMMER    PACKING   IN  THE    WEST. 

Number  of  hogs  packed  in  the  West  during  the   Summer  season, 

March  1,  to  November  1 : 

1887.  1886. 

Chicago 2,000,741  2,581,752 

Kansas   City 1,128,688  967,959 

Omaha 565,921  49,329 

St.  Louis 313,591  351,048 

Indianapolis 272,648  307,000 

Milwaukee 231,456  225,822 

Cincinnati 165,830  148,124 

Louisville 65,539  60,000 

Total,  (eight  cities) 4,744,414  4,691,034 

Total  at  other  places  below 867,112  952,969 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 169,330  243,604 

Cleveland,  Ohio 153  885  212,000 

Ottumwa,  Iowa 80,396  98,900 

Keokuk,  Iowa 69,000  -  58,731 

Des  Moines,  Iowa 44,638  41,500 

Marshalltown,   Iowa 38,286  24,214 

Dubuque,  Iowa 35,000  60,000 

Sioux  City,  Iowa 19,600                  

Fort  Dodge,  Iowa 16,848  10,098 

Nebraska  City,  Neb 60,960  31,000 

Lincoln,  Neb 42,101                  

St.  Joseph,  Mo 33,000  30,000 

Atchison,  Kan 18,500  23,000 

Quinoy,  111 14,084  6,545 

Peoria,  111 4,604  3,852 

Denver,  Col 35,000                  

Dayton,  Ohio 10,000  15,000 

Chillicothe,  Ohio 3,550  2,234 

Atlantic,   Iowa 6,000  8,424 

Red  Oak,   Iowa 5,000                  

Burlington,  Iowa 4,000  2,500 

Lafayette,   Ind 5,000  4,000 

Toledo,  Ohio 2,300  800 

Springfield,  Ohio 1,600  5,000 

Owatonna,   Minn 2,230                  

Mitchell,  Dakota 2,300                 

Sioux  Falls,  Dakota 2,000  1,200 

Other  places  last  year 80,367 

Total,  (all  places) 5,611,526  5,644,003 

Aggregate  live  weight,  lbs 1,277,210,087     1,273,087,185 

Production  green  meat,  lbs 715,237,000  712,929,000 

Aggregate  pounds  of  lard 173,831,773  178,140,180 

Average  live  weight,  lbs 227.60  225.66 

Average  yield  of  lard,  lbs 30.98  31.66 

Percentage  yield  of  lard 13.61  13.98 

Tierces  of  lard,  330   lbs.  each 526,763  639,515 
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PERCENTAGE  YIELD   OF  LARD. 

Percentage  yield  of    lard   of    all  kinds  per  100  pounds  of   gross 
■weight  of  hogs,  for  five  Winter  seasons  : 


Omaha 

Chicago 

Kansas  City. 

St.  Louis 

Cincinnati  . . 
Indianapolis 
Milwaukee  . . 
Louisville  . . . 


Average,  cities . 
At  interior  points. 
At  all  points ...... 


1887-8. 


13.44 
12.69 
13.21 
12.26 
13.03 
12.14 
11.03 
10.93 


12.80 
12.85 

12.82 


1886-7. 

~i4^r 

13.87 
13.94 
14.46 
13.21 
13.33 
11.69 
11.69 


13.62 
12.74 
13.35 


1885-6. 


14.96 
14.34 
13.33 
13.25 
11.14 
12.17 
11.23 


14.09 
12.40 
13.56 


1884-5. 


14.10 
13.84 
13.32 
13.01 
12.85 
12.31 
11.05 


13.60 
13.31 
13.51 


1883-4. 


13.65 
14,39 
13.39 
13.02 
11.89 
11.33 
11.15 


13.31 
12.99 
13.22 


PERCENTAGE  YIELD  AT   INTERIOR  POINTS, 
(bt  states). 


1887-8. 

1886-7. 

1885-6. 

1884-5. 

1883-4. 

Ohio                                   . . .  • 

12.58 
11.99 
12.86 
13.42 
13.69 
11.92 
12.77 
10.50 
12.13 
12.56 
10.01 
11.00 
13.11 
12.54 

12.91 
12.29 
12.76 
12.84 
14.03 
13.47 
14.35 
10.34 
12.51 
12.61 
9.97 
11.30 
13.38 
12.54 

12.74 

12.88 
12.27 
11.85 
12.37 
12.93 
12.65 
13.95 
10.08 

10.94 
10.07 
10.87 
13.18 
12.93 

12.93 
12.43 
13.55 
13.59 
13.25 
12.04 
15.80 
9.05 

10.94 
11.31 
12.07 
13.10 
13.51 

12.59 

12.81 

13.21 

13.32 

13.04 

13.12 

15.04 

Minnesota 

8.92 

9.64 

11.60 

11.63 

Tennessee 

12.58 

AT  1  <5  r»Al  1  a  Ti  Ann  R 

13.74 

Average .^ 

12.85 

12.40 

13.31 

12.99 

UNION  STOCK  YARDS. 

From  present  indications,  the  establishment  of  the 
Union  Stock  Yards  will  go  further  towards  making 
Omaha  a  large  commercial  center  than  any  other  enter- 
prise which  has  been  inaugurated  in  the  city.  From 
figures  recently  procured  from  the  two  banks  at  South 
Omaha,  their  daily  business  amounts  to  from  $1,300,000 
to  $1,800,000,  and  this  applies,  with  the  exception  of  a 
very  small  fraction,  entirely  to  the  business  incident  to 
the  Union  Stock  Yards.  That  this  statement  may  be 
further  verified,  the  daily  business  of  the  two   banks  at 
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South  Omaha  for  the  two  weeks  from  May  14th  to  26th 
inclusive,  is  here  added  : 

South  Omaha  Na-  Union    Stock 

Date.                                                         tional  Bank.  Yards  Bank. 

Monday |593,807.53  $855,393.89 

Tuesday 586,566.02  799,322.36 

Wednesday 700,822.50  918,359.43 

Thursday 623,759.50  702,988.01 

Friday 498,320.12  603,797.63 

Saturday 488,459.22  628,968.51 

Monday 421,992.48  737,808.56 

Tuesday 631,149.94  641,174.07 

Wednesday 802,020.32  1,003,629.09 

Thursday 789,062.83  816,981.95 

Friday 735,550.42  712,143.19 

Saturday 616,038.98  583,101.25 


Total $7,767,548.86        $9,003,667.94 

The  original  stock  of  the  Union  Stock  Yards  Com- 
pany was  made  on  a  basis  of  $700,000,  but  the  constant 
development  of  the  industry  has  necessitated  an  increase 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  now  has  reached  the  sum  of 
$2,000,000.  Construction  of  the  first  building  erected 
was  commenced  in  the  summer  of  1884,  and  at  that  tinie 
the  yards  covered  five  acres,  with  an  investment  of 
$400,000.  The  present  limits  of  the  yard  include  thirty 
acres,  with  accommodations  for  20,000  hogs  and  10,000 
cattle,  with  ample  provisions  for  sheep,  horses  and  mules. 
This  capacity  will  be  doubled  during  the  present  year, 
and  every  facility  afforded  for  the  transaction  of  the 
business  of  the  future.  An  expenditure  of  $300,000  has 
been  made  since  June,  1887,  in  perfecting  sewerage, 
building  of  cattle  pens,  hog  houses,  and  the  laying  of 
twelve  miles  of  branch  track,  together  with  the  grading 
for  the  improvements  demanded.  Perfect  sewerage* has 
been  given  to  the  yards  and  packing  houses,  sufficient  in 
extent  to  meet  the  requirements  for  many  years  to  come. 

Railroad  trackage  has  been  furnished  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri ;  Rock  Island ;  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul ; 
Wabash ;  Missouri  Pacific ;  Chicago,  St.  Paul  &  Minne- 
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apolis  ;  Chicago  &  Northwestern  ;  and  the  Union  Pacific 
railroads. 

As  an  indication  of  the  great  growth  of  business  at 
the  stock  yards,  it  may  not  be  inopportune  to  here  pub- 
lish a  statement  of  the  passenger  business  of  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad,  showing  passengers  handled  betw^een 
Omaha  and  South  Omaha  from  May,  1886,  to  the  present 
date : 

Passenger  business,  April,  1886 ^'^^I 

Passenger  business,  April,  1887 ^^'5  ^ 

Passenger  business,  April,  1888 31,802 

Wonderful  as  this  showing  is,  and  startling  as  these 
figures  are,  they  are  carried  out  by  the  monthly  com- 
parisons : 

■^  1886  1887  Increase. 

Mav         2,664  13,751    11,087 

June'.*.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.". 1.664  14,294    12,630 

j„lv  2,872  17,148    15,276 

August/.:.".'.'.;*.;'.;'.'.." 3,018    19,625    i6,607 

September M89         24,014         19,535 

October  4.0*9         25,889         21,840 

November;;;;;".".; 6,757    34,906    28,149 

December 10,169  35,067  24,898 

1887  1888 

jannarv  10,265  25,807  15,542 

February 10,1*1  26,001  15,860 

March    1199*  26,043  14,049 

April  ;;;■.;;;■."." 11.529    31,802    20,272 

The  present  officers  of  the  Union  Stock  Yards  are 
Hon.  John  A.  McShane,  president ;  Wm.  A.  Paxton,  vice 
president ;  J.  A.  Sharp,  secretary ;  John  F.  Boyd,  general 
manager. 

The  statistics  following  show  the  business  of  the  yards 
in  the  past,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  feel  satisfied 
that  the  business  of  the  future  will  show  equally  as  large 
an  increase : 
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BANKS. 


From  the  days  of  the  extinction  of  the  Wild  Cat 
Banks  in  1857,  Omaha  has  had  just  cause  to  be  proud  of 
her  banks.  None  have  failed,  and  not  even  during  the 
panic  of  1873  was  a  suspension  recorded.  The  solidity 
of  the  banks  of  Omaha  through  the  past  is  but  an  index 
of  the  conservative  management  which  has  governed 
their  affairs,  and  from  this  fact,  as  much  as  from  an}^ 
other  source,  can  be  attributed  the  continued  growth  and 
prosperity  of  our  city.  At  times  complaint  has  been 
made  that  but  for  the  extreme  carefulness  of  the  Omaha 
bankers  the  city  would  have  made  more  rapid  strides  as 
a  commercial  center.  However,  from  time  to  time,  new 
institutions  have  sprung  up  to  meet  the  growing  de- 
mands of  our  city  and  the  extension  of  business  over  a 
more  extended  or  developed  territory,  while  the  es- 
tablished National  Banks  have  increased  their  capital 
stock  to  meet  the  requirements  of  business.  The  in- 
crease at  this  date  for  the  past  year  aggregating 
$800,000,  $300,000  of  which  was  added  to  the  capital 
of  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  and  $500,000  to  that 
of  the  Omaha  National  Bank. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  Omaha's  location  at 
the  gateway  of  the  west  has  made  tributary  to  her  a 
country  which,  though  sparsely  settled  in  the  past,  yet 
one  which  has  required  large  amounts  of  banking  funds 
to  transact  its  business.  This  particularly  relates  to  the 
mining  camps  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  the  cattle 
ranches  of  the  plains. 

The  growth  of  our  banking  institutions  cannot  be 
attributed  to  the  investment  of  Eastern  capitalists,  as  is 
the  case  in  the  majority  of  western  money  centers,  but 
rather  to  the    earnings   of   our    citizens,   accumulated 
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through  careful  management  of  commercial  houses  and 
the  thrift  attending  judicious  investments. 

The  most  prominent  event  of  the  past  year  in  the 
banking  circles  was  the  passage  of  an  act  by  Congress 
creating  Omaha  a  national  reserve  city,  a  privilege  here- 
tofore held  only  by  New  York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati,  New  Orleans,  St.  Louis,  San  Francisco, 
Pittsburg,  Milwaukee,  Cleveland,  Detroit  and  Louis- 
ville. 

Particularl}^  deserving  of  mention  in  this  report 
is  the  Omaha  Savings  Bank,  which  was  first  opened  for 
deposits  in  1883,  and  with  its  paid  up  capital  of  $100,000, 
has  deposits  amounting  to  over  one  million  dollars.  The 
Nebraska  Savings  Bank  was  opened  in  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  October,  1887,  with  a  capital  paid  in  of 
$200,000,  and  since  January  1st,  1888,  the  Ouiaha  Loan 
and  Trust  company  have  added  a  savings  department 
with  $250,000  capital,  and  the  same  course  has  been  pur- 
sued by  the  American  Loan  and  Trust  company. 

The  following  shows  the  state  and  private  banks 
doing  business  in  our  city  and  their  paid  up  capital : 

Bank  of  Commerce $  100,000 

McCague  Bros 100,000 

Douglas  County  Bank 65,000 

Bank  of  Omaha 25,000 

Citizens'  Bank 15,000 

Mechanics'  and  Traders'. 50,000 

Omaha  Banking  Company 25,000 

Notable  on  the  part  of  the  bank  institutions  of 
Omaha  is  the  erection  of  elegant  buildings  by  the  First 
National,  the  Merchants'  National  and  the  United  States 
National  Banks,  the  aggregate  cost  of  which  does  not  fall 
short  of  $570,000.  The  growth  of  the  Stock  Yards  busi- 
ness at  South  Omaha  and  the  development  of  the  grain 
business  in  our  city  will  necessitate  a  large  increase  of 
the  bank  capital  of  our  city.  That  this  fact  is  appre- 
ciated it  is  distantly  rumored  that  shortly  another  insti- 
tution will  be  started  in  Omaha  with  a  capital  equal  to 
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the  aggregate  of  our  National  Banks  combined.  It  is  a' 
matter  of  regret  that  the  transactions  of  the  Stock  Yards 
do  not  appear  in  our  clearances,  where  they  properly  be- 
long. A  reference  to  the  article  on  the  "  Union  Stock 
Yards  "  herein  will  show  the  magnitude  of  the  business 
at  that  point. 

The  clearances  of  our  banking  institutions  as  shown 
below  is  a  safe  index  of  the  commercial  transactions  of 
our  city,  and  while  the  exhibit  shows  for  the  past  four 
months  a  material  decrease  of  the  percentage  of  increase 
over  the  transactions  of  1887  compared  with  those  of 
1886  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  other  western 
cities  a  decrease  is  shown  for  the  corresponding  period. 
In  addition  a  comparison  of  the  amount  of  real  estate 
transactions  for  the  same  time  show  a  large  falling  off, 
and  thus  while  the  foregoing  facts  are  borne  in  mind^ 
that  Omaha's  clearings  should  show  the  increase  they  do 
is  remarkable,  as  demonstrating  that  the  commercial 
transactions  of  our  business  houses  have  largely  in- 
creased in  the  first  six  months  of  1888. 

STATEMENT  OF  OMAHA  BANK  CLEARINGS  : 


January.... 
February . . 

March 

April , 

May 

June 

July 

August  . 
September 
October.  ., 
November. 
December. 


1885. 


4,795,112  82 
3,794,624  34 
4,321,2fi9  50 
4,355,673  45 
4,394,441  92 
5,473,268  58 
5,310,794  49 
5,126,094  95 
5,116.137  78 
6,128,009  29 
6,108,552  99 
6,469,249  65 


1886. 


5,914, 
5,526, 
6,109 
5,795 
6,772 
8,141 
8,609, 


902  96 
400  12 
,922  62 
,938  47 
,294  74 
,327  33 
,337  71 
,514  56 
,084  44 
,958  96 


8,705 
9,316. 

9,697,669  66 
10,785,453  23 


9  61,393,129  76  $  93,743,799  80  34.5  $    148,904,632  76  37.0' 


1887. 


18.9  8 

31.3 

29.1 

24.8 

35.5 

32.7 

38.3 

38.7 

41.2 

34.2 

37.3 

40.1 


10,423,170 
8,986,120 
11,478,775 
12,001,815 
14,077,716 
13,549,359 
12,251,494 
12,533,101 
12,268,903 
12,759,306 
13,622,885 
14,951,985 


u  a 


44.2 
87.a 
46.7 
51.7 
51.2 


29.8 
33.2 
29.4 
27.0 
29.0 
27.8 


1888. 

January |12,735,359  81 

Febrnary 12,009,873  34 

March 12,007,804  73 

April 13,079.463  75 

May 16,567,551  10 

June 16,630,846  82 


Per  Cent. 

Increase. 

18.1 

25.2 

4.4 

8.2 

14.97 

13.31 
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GRAIN. 


The  annual  large  increase  of  acreage  of  small  grains 
throughout  Nebraska  will  shortly  require  a  better  market 
at  which  these  commodities  can  be  handled.  Prospect- 
ively, Omaha's  near  future  will  demand  a  great  increase 
of  its  storage  capacity,  and  additional  capital,  to  handle 
the  grain  trade  which  must  come  to  Omaha  from  lines 
of  railroads  within  the  State,  which  are  rapidly  opening 
up  new  territory,  which  is  directly  tributary  to  this  City. 
For  markets,  the  early  completion  of  the  Winona  & 
Southwestern  Railway  system,  from  Winona,  Minnesota,. 
will  give  us  another  seaboard  route  from  Green  Bay, 
Michigan,  via  connections  with  Delaware,  Lackawana  & 
Western  Eailway  system,  and  the  Duluth,  Twin  City  & 
Omaha  Railwa}^  now  under  contract  from  Duluth,  will 
go  still  further  towards  giving  a  competing  outlet  with 
Chicago  and  the  southeastern  railroads  to  St.  Louis  and 
New  Orleans.  The  outlook  for  the  grain  market  at  Omaha 
is  daily  becoming  more  flattering,  and  the  demand  is  such 
that  with  the  movement  of  the  growing  crop  there  will 
be  an  immediate  necessity  for  a  daily  exchange  to  meet,, 
not  only  the  requirements  of  the  City  trade,  but  also  to 
suppl}"  the  demands  of  other  localities,  which  now  look 
to  Omaha  to  supply  their  wants.  The  present  daily 
demands  of  this  City,  of  120,000  people,  is  not  inconsid- 
erable, while  the  requirements  of  our  brewers  and  the, 
Willow  Springs  Distillery  is  very  large.  The  local  flour 
and  feed  mills  alone  must  have  purchased  fully  300,000 
bushels  of  wheat  and  corn  in  1887,  and  this  amount  will 
probably  be  doubled  or  tripled  in  1888.  The  Willow 
Springs  Distillery  consumed  over  400,000  bushels  of  corn 
in  1887,  and  Himebaugh  &  Merriam,  and  the  Union 
Elevator,  report  having  handled  in  1887  4,048,206  bushels 
of  corn,  649,736  bushels  of  wheat,  11,883  bushels  of  rye, 
4,389  bushels  of  flax,  188,155  bushels  of  barley  and 
748,061    bushels    of    oats.     Still    greater   is  the   report 
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of  the  Omaha  Elevator  &  Grain  Co.,  which  reports  hand- 
ling 768,000  bushels  of  wheat,  5,332,000  bushels  of  corn, 
1,240,000  bushels  of  oats,  3,000  bushels  of  rye,  180,000 
bushels  of  barley,  and  195,000  bushels  of  flax  seed. 

At  this  writing  plans  are  being  prepared  for  an 
-elevator  with  a  capacity  of  250,000  bushels,  which  will 
required  by  one  corporation  whose  demands  will  require 
that  it  shall  be  filled  and  emptied  every  month  in  the 
year. 

Messrs.  Fowler  &  Gants  have  just  completed  an  eleva- 
tor with  a  capacity  of  150,000  bushels,  which  is  to  be 
used  temporarily  to  supply  their  feed  mill,  and  this  will 
be  enlarged  to  the  capacity  of  500,000  as  soon  as  their 
business  will  require  additional  room.  The  present 
storage  capacity  of  the  elevators  at  Omaha  may  be  sum- 
marized as  follows : 

Bnsbels. 

Union  Elevator  Co.,  (Himebaugh  &  Merriam,  Proprietors) 800,000 

Omaha  Elevator  Co 1,000,000 

Fowler  &  Gants    150,000 

Woodman  Linseed  Oil  Co 350,000 

Oskamp,  Haines  «fc  Co 60,000 

Total 2,360,000 


MANUFACTURING. 


The  manufacturing  industries  of  Omaha  have  grown 
in  proportion  with  the  commercial  transactions  of  the 
city.  This  has  been  experienced  in  the  large  majority 
of  our  Eastern  commercial  centers.  Chicago  in  1860  had 
a  much  less  number  of  manufactories  than  has  Omaha 
to-day,  and  probably  no  one  institution  of  the  importance 
in  production  and  in  the  number  of  hands  employed  as 
has  Omaha  to-day.  With  Chicago's  growth  as  a  com- 
mercial center  came  small  manufacturing  enterprises, 
which  have  grown  and  been  enlarged  into  mammoth 
institutions. 

Probably  a  larger  number  of  small  manufactories 
have  been  established  in  Omaha  since  the  first  of  January 
than  in  any  preceding  year  in  the  existence  of  the  city. 
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These  small  institutions  produce  a  product  which  the 
immediate  demands  of  the  city  require  for  daily  use. 

At  this  date  the  production  of  a  cheap  fuel  gas  will 
greatly  assist  in  the  further  establishment  of  manufactories 
of  all  kinds.  While  the  distance  from  eastern  points  gives 
to  the  hom^  manufactory  a  handsome  profit  in  the 
difference  of  the  cost  of  freight  rates  of  manufactured 
over  the  crude  material. 

Our  present  railroad  shops,  silver  refining  works, 
white  lead  works,  foundries,  machine  and  wood  works 
employ  not  far  from  7,300  men  and  women.  To  this 
number  may  be  added  the  laborers  in  the  brick  yards, 
amounting  to  something  over  2,000  men. 

The  most  important  of  these  manufactories,  outside 
of  our  packing  houses  is  probably  the  Union  Pacific 
shops,  who  employ  in  the  neighborhood  of  1,600  skilled 
workmen,  whose  wages  average  at  least  $75  per  month. 
The  next  in  importance  are  the  Omaha  &  Grant  Smelt- 
ing works,  who  are  employed  in  the  smelting  and  refin- 
ing of  the  precious  metals.  These  works  employ  steadily 
something  over  500  men  and  last  year  paid  out  in  wages 
$380,000.  Their  product  for  the  year  1887  was:  Gold, 
96,406  ounces,  $1,928,120;  silver,  10,692,486  ounces,  $10,- 
169,861.70;  lead,  59,567,000  pounds,  $2,680,510;   copper, 

pounds,  $325,000;    blue    vitriol, pounds, 

$202,600;  total,  $15,306,091.70.  As  full  mention  of  our 
packing  industries  are  mentioned  elsewhere,  reference  to 
them  here  is  omitted. 

The  receipts  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Office  show 
that  in  1887  the  three  breweries  of  Fred  Krug,  Metz 
Bros.,  Storz  &  Her  manufactured  99,674^  barrels  of  beer, 
which  at  $8  per  barrel,  would  make  a  product  of  $797,394, 
which  is  an  increase  over  the  product  of  1886  of  $179,- 
006.  The  improvements  alone  of  these  three  concerns 
aggregated  $130,000  during  the  year  1887  and  they 
employed  125  men,  having  $600,000  invested  in  the 
business. 
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The  Willow  Springs  Distillery  Co.,  paying  a  revenue 
tax  to  the  amount  of  $1,500,000  in  1887,  consuming 
between  four  and  five  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  corn, 
rye  and  wheat,  and  with  a  capacity  of  14,000  gallons  per 
day  employed  125  men,  having  investments  of  $250,000. 

The  manufacture  of  brick  the  past  year  was  very 
extensive  and  exceeded  a  production  of  86,000,000  and 
employed  about  2,000  men  whose  pay  roll  amounted  to 
about  $47,000  per  month. 

Among  other  manufactories  ai'e  the  Woodman  Lin- 
seed Oil  Works,  whose  business  amounts  to  about 
$1,000,000.  Numerous  other  manufactories  of  equal 
importance  to  our  city  whose  capacity  and  product  are 
on  a  smaller  scale  are  constantly  kept  employed,  and 
would  require  more  space  to  give  a  full  list  of  them  than 
is  generally  allotted  in  works  of  this  kind. 

A  recapitulation,  as  computed  under  the  direction  of  the  Brad- 
street  Agency,  shows  the  following  table  of  industries  with  capital  in- 
vested, and  is  supposed  to  be  very  nearly  correct: 

Glass.                                             Number  Capital 

of  firms.  invested. 

Barb  wire 1 $         90,000 

Brick jje!*«i^S.-      ^^ 220,000 

Carriages gf^^^T^S.    ^ 40,000 

Cornice J/r\A^\j\  ^ 45,000 

Crackers i/AsL^-^  •  V^  vV^ 210,000 

Distillers ffi^-  •»^'  •  •  -vAXV 360,000 

Extracts |/£?  •  •  ■^•*i^  J- 14,000 

Founders  and  machinistmlfi^.^.  ^^. .  .  Ma 140,000 

Linseed  oil IvO-2-*^-m  t^fl' 450,000 

Mattresses |\«ii4-  •  •  P^-  5  r  «• 16,000 

Overalls V^k-  ••  -C/*-  •  •  /vif i^7,000 

Shot  and  lead  pipe \^P^  •  JkHi. .  .k7/A 90,000 

Soda  water \t^^  -s-^  '^r//P 40,000 

Syrup  refiners \^-  i^  -y/  ^ 25,000 

Smelting  works -^^SiS:^    ^ 2,500,000 

Vinegar  works 7!^rrrrrf.       1 , 30,000 

Canning  and  preserving 1 10,000 

Baskets 2 70,000 

Brooms 4 10,000 

Soaps 3 40,000 

Cigars 21 89,000 

Breweries 4 450.000 

Agricultural  implements 1 9,000 

Candies 2 : 20,000 

Flour  mills 3 100,000 

Bag  factory 1 100,000 

Total  manufactories 88 |5,296,00O 
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MISSOURI   RIVER    BRIDGES. 


The  early  completion  by  the  Council  Bluffs  &  Omaha 
Bridge  Company  of  a  wagon,  street  car,  and  passenger 
combination,  bridge  between  Omaha  and  Council  Bluffs 
will  fill  the  demands  of  a  long  felt  want.  The  bridge  is 
steel  and  wrought  iron  combination,  the  river  span  of 
which  is  400  feet,  and  the  total  length,  including  the 
approaches,  is  about. 2,700  feet.  It  is  set  upon  four 
piers  of  concrete  covered  with  steel  facings  extending 
to  the  bed-rock.  There  will  be  two  tracks  for  carriages 
and  one  for  the  motor  railway  which  is  to  be  operated 
by  this  company  and  is  to  be  completed  by  the  middle 
of  October.  This  Motor  Railway  will  have  four  and  one 
half  miles  of  double  track,  extending  from  Douglas 
Street  in  this  city,  across  the  bridge  and  on  Avenue  A 
to  16th  Street,  Council  Bluffs.  The  bridge  proper  ends 
on  the  west  end  of  Broadway,  which  is  now  paved,  thus 
making  continuous  pavement  between  Omaha  and 
Council  Bluffs  when  the  bridge  shall  be  completed.  The 
motor  to  be  used  on  this  line  will  be  the  electric 
motor  of  the  Sprague  system  which  is  now  in 
operation  in  Richmond,  Va.,  and  Alleghany  City,  Pa., 
and  is  said  to  be  the  most  satisfactory  of  any  electric 
motor  now  in  use.  The  power  plant  will  be  made  of 
sufficient  size  so  that  additional  power  may  be  provided 
for  the  extensive  enlargement  of  their  motor  system. 
Oar  houses  and  other  necessar}^  buildings  for  the  oper- 
tion  of  the  plant  are  to  be  located  about  one  mile  east  of 
the  bridge.  The  total  cost  of  the  bridge  and  motor  line 
is  to  be  between  $700,000  and  $750,000. 

The  magnificent  new  steel  bridge  erected  by  the 
Union  Pacific  Railway  Co.,  and  completed  Nov.  10,  1887, 
should  meet  alLthe  requirements  for  railroad  transporta- 
tion necessary  for  a  number  of  years  to  come.  As  stated 
in  the  last  annual  report  this  bridge  is  a  combination 
Whepple  truss,  1,750  feet  in  length,  supported  by   five 
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new  stone  piers,  250  feet  apart,  laid  on  bed-rock,  with  the 
deepest  pier  80  feet  below  high  water  mark.  Its  width 
is  56  feet  3  inches,  and  the  height  of  the  trusss  is  40 
feet.  On  the  outside  of  the  two  railway  tracks  which  it 
supports,  two  roadways  are  placed,  of  sufficient  width  to 
accommodate  street  cars  and  passenger  travel.  The 
approximate  cost  was  nearly  $1,000,000,  and  it  replaced 
the  former  Union  Pacific  bridge  completed  in  1871  at  a 
cost  of  12,500,000.  The  final  passage  of  a  charter  by 
congress  during  June  of  this  year  providing  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  bridge  by  the  Nebraska  Central 
Railway  Co.,  is  a  further  guarantee  that  an  additional 
railroad  bridge  will  be  shortly  completed,  probably  for 
the  use  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Co.' 

CABLE  AND  STREET  RAILWAYS. 


The  successful  starting  of  the  first  Cable  Railway  in 
December  last  was  a  matter  of  more  than  ordinary  im- 
portance to  our  city.  It  should  be  bourne  in  mind  that 
Omaha  is  very  irregular  in  its  topography  and  conse- 
quently it  was  very  difficult  to  operate  successfully  a 
horse  railway  through  large  portions  of  the  city.  The 
Omaha  Cable  Railway  Co.  now  has  nine  miles  of  single 
track  in  operation  extending  from  the  U.  P.  Ry.  Co's. 
depot  north  on  Tenth  street  to  Dodge,  thence  west  to 
Twentieth  street,  thence  north  to  Lake  street  and  again 
starting  from  the  same  point,  west  on  Harney  to  Twen- 
tieth street,  thence  north  to  Dodge  street,  and  thence 
west  to  Twenty-sixth  street.  The  present  lines  now  in 
operation  are  handling  over  300,000  passengers  a  month. 
The  Dodge  street  line  will  be  extended  west  this  fall  and 
and  a  new  branch  started  on  Twentieth  street  south  to 
Poppleton  avenue,  and  thence  west  to  Thirty-second  street, 
affording  ready  and  convenient  transportation  to  Hans- 
com  Park,  and  accommodation  to  an  old  and  thickly 
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populated  portion  of  our  city.  This  portion  of  the  city  is 
one  in  which  it  would  be  almost  impossible  for  a  horse 
car  line  to  be  operated. 

The  present  power  house  of  the  Omaha  Cable  Tram- 
way Company  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twentieth  and 
Harney  streets,  is  132  by  142  feet  in  size,  is  four  stories 
high,  and  is  conveniently  located  for  furnishing  the  power 
for  the  operation  of  the  railway.  They  now  have  in  use 
a  600  horse-power  engine,  and  their  capacity  will  be 
increased  this  fall  by  another  engine  of  900  horse  power 
additional,  with  two  sets  of  driving  machinery,  and  the 
addition  of  boilers  of  500  horse-power  capacity.  The 
company  is  now  operating  forty  cars. 

During  the  year  1887  the  Omaha  Horse  Railway  Co, 
laid  seven  miles  of  double  and  single  track,  thereby  in- 
creasing their  total  trackage  to  twenty-seven  miles,  all 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city.  This  company 
has  endeavored  at  all  times  to  accommodate  its  patrons^ 
but  the  growth  of  the  city  has  been  so  rapid  that  it  has 
been  ahnost  impossible  to  meet  the  requirements  of  our 
citizens  as  promptly  as  it  was  demanded.  At  the  close 
of  1887  the  company  had  sixty-five  cars  in  use,  and  an 
order  for  the  early  delivery  in  the  spring  of  twenty  addi- 
tional cars.  It  requires  now  about  650  horses,  and  to 
operate  the  line  the  company  regularly  employ  150  men. 
The  running  expenses  of  the  company  during  1887  were 
something  over  $400  per  day.  Daring  the  year  1887  the 
company  expended  no  less  than  $40,000  in  granite  pave- 
ments laid  between  the  tracks ;  the  total  expenditures  of 
the  company  during  the  year  for  track  expenditures, 
paving,  erection  of  additional  stables  and  other  improve- 
ments foot  over  $150,000.00.  This  company  is  at  present 
endeavoring  to  arrange  for  motor  services  of  some  kind 
which  will  prove  more  efficient  and  satisfactory  to  their 
patrons  than  that  of  horse  locomotion. 

The  Omaha  Motor  Railway  Co.  have  now  about  twelve 
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miles  of  track  laid,  and  their  franchise  is  as  valuable  as 
any  in  the  city,  their  lines  traversing  streets  which  are 
destined  to  be  the  most  important  retail  streets  in  the  city. 
By  the  first  of  July,  1889,  they  guarantee  to  have  fifteen 
miles  of  track  in  working  order  with  an  electric  motor 
system  equal  in  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  passen- 
gers to  any  system  now  in  use. 


THE    AMERICAN   WATER    WORKS    CO, 


The  first  important  public  improvement  of  our  city 
originated  from  the  Omaha  Water  Works  Co.,  which  is 
now  conducted  by  the  American  Water  Works  Co.,  and 
to  their  energy,  foresight  and  excellent  executive  man- 
agement, Omaha  is  blessed  with  as  thorough  and  effici- 
cient  a  system  of  water  works  as  any  city  in  the  United 
States.  The  system  is  a  combination  of  gravity  and 
direct  service.  The  water  used  is  taken  from  the  "Big 
Muddy,"  conveyed  through  five  settling  basins,  with  a 
constant  flow  from  one  basin  to  another,  it  being  esti- 
mated that  it  takes  forty-eight  hours  for  the  water  to 
pass  from  the  first  basin  to  the  fifth,  from  which  the  city 
supply  is  taken.  This  excellent  arrangement  is  today 
being  more  thoroughly  perfected,  and  is  giving  to  us  a 
pure,  clear  water,  free  from  sediment  and  impurities^ 
which  is  destined  to  meet  fully  the  demands  of  the  most 
fastidious  of  our  citizens. 

The  present  supply  is  taken  from  the  Missouri  at  the 
northeast  corner  of  our  city,  but  before  the  termination 
of  this  year  works  will  be  completed  at  Florence,  six 
miles  north  of  the  city  and  direct  connection  made  from 
that  point  with  a  thirty-six  inch  main,  which  will  cost 
$400,000.  A  new  twenty  inch  main  will  then  be  laid 
south  on  Eighteenth  street  and  will  immediately  be 
extended  by  the  laying  of  a  sixteen  inch  main  to  South 
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Omaha.     This  will  make  a  continuous  line  of  something 
over  ten  miles  in  length. 

At  the  close  of  1887  the  company  owned  eighty-six 
miles  of  mains  within  the  city  limits,  twenty-six  miles 
of  which  were  built  during  that  year.  These  mains  are 
laid  through  all  the  principal  streets  and  far  into  the 
suburbs,  so  that  very  little  if  any  of  our  city  is  not 
thoroughly  protected  against  fire,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
privileges  which  citizens  enjoy  through  the  benefits  of 
having  pure  water  in  unlimited  quantities  continually 
at  their  command.  Six  miles  of  small  mains  were  re- 
placed during  the  year  by  pipes  four  times  their  diame- 
ter. Two  new  settling  basins  with  a  capacity  of 
7,000,000  gallons  were  built  in  1887,  and  the  new  Alice 
engine  with  a  capacity  of  five  million  gallons  per  day 
was  purchased.  To  perfect  their  works  eighty  acres  of 
level  land,  costing  nearly  $80,000,  was  purchased  at 
Florence,  lying  for  three  quarters  of  a  mile  along  the 
river  bank  at  an  elevation  of  about  70  feet  above  high 
water  mark.  This  property  will  be  used  exclusively  by 
the  company  and  will  be  laid  out  in  a  beautiful  park 
with  an  eighty  foot  boulevard  extending  along  its  eastern 
front,  thus  giving  to  Omaha  a  much  needed  resort. 
Their  building  to  be  erected  will  cost  in  the  neighbor- 
hoood  of  $100,000,  and  the  total  expendijtures  at 
Florence  and  between  Omaha  will  amount  to  about 
$750,000. 

The  plans  for  work  in  the  city  for  the  present  year 
comprises  the  laying  of  some  fifteen  miles  of  pipe 
ranging  from  twenty-four  inches  to  six  inches,  and  will 
require  an  additional  outlay  of  $250,000.  This  corpora- 
tion will  thus  expend  directly  in  the  interest  of  Omaha, 
nearly,  if  not  quite,  $1,000,000  during  the  season  of 
1888. 

The  pumping  station  is  to  be  105x150  feet  in  dimen- 
sions with  a  wing  attached  of  40x60  feet.  In  the  main 
structure  a  new  and  improved   Gaskill  pump  will  be 


TRADE    AND    COMMERCE   OF   OMAHA  77 

placed,  costing  in  the  neighborhood  of  $100,000,  the 
machinery  of  which  will  weigh  from  five  to  six  hundred 
tons.  A  train  of  over  forty  cars  will  be  required  to 
transport  this  machinery  from  the  factory,  and  when 
completed  it  will  be  one  of  the  largest  pumping  engines 
in  the  United  States  having  a  daily  capacity  of  14,- 
000,000  gallons. 

The  present  reservoir  located  at  the  corner  of  Forti- 
eth and  Nicholas  streets  will  be  used  and  will  at  all 
times  give  a  constant  pressure  of  about  100  pounds 
throughout  the  business  portion  of  the  city.  It  is  the 
intention  ,to  have  the  new  pumping  works  in  pumping 
order  by  July  of  this  year  and  to  have  complete  con- 
nections made  by  the  first  of  January  1889. 

The  improvements  of  1887  cost  nearly  $400,000,  while 
those  of  1888  as  heretofore  "  stated  will  approximate 
nearly  $1,000,000,  and  this  immense  outlay  on  the  part 
of  this  company  is  an  evidence  of  the  confidence  and 
reliance  which  managers  of  this  corporation  place  in  the 
future  prosperity  and  growth  of  our  city. 

A  brief  resume  of  the  foregoing  will  evidence  the 
following  facts : 

Capacities  of  reservoirs 11,000,000  gals. 

Capacity  of  settling  basins 30,000,000  gals. 

Capacity  of  direct  pump 2,000,000  gals. 

Capacity  of  all  pumps  in  present  use ,. 22,000,000  gals. 

Daily  output  of  water ! 9,000,000  gals. 

Number  of  hydrants  at  the  close  of  1887* 760 

Mileage 86 

Improvements  of  1886 $200,000 

Improvements  of  1887  nearly $400,000 

Contemplated  improvements  of  1888 $1,000,000 


TRANSPORTATION. 


Omaha  has  still  greater  cause  than  ever  for  con- 
gratulation in  the  promise  of  rapidly  increasing  railway 
facilities.  No  longer  seeking,  she  is  sought,,  and  her 
growing  importance  and  value  as  a  distributing  center 
is  fast  becoming  fully   recognized   by   new   enterprises, 
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affording  fresh  outlets  to  the  wealth  of  the  state,  through 
its  natural  gateway,  and  bringing  the  east  in  still  closer 
communion  with  our  merchants  and  manufacturers. 

The  temporary  check  to  railway  extension  by  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  system,  occasioned  by  the 
late  unfortunate  strike  on  the  "Q"  Lines,  will  doubtless 
soon  be  overcome,  and  it  may  also  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected, that  the  relief  asked  for  by  the  Union  Pacific  at 
the  hands  of  the  general  government,  in  the  extension 
of  the  time  for  payment  of  its  debt,  will  be  granted,  thus 
removing  the  only  obstacles  to  rapid  railway  construc- 
tion in  Nebraska  by  these  great  corporations. 

As  an  offset  to  these  unavoidable  delays,  we  are 
privileged  to  contemplate  with  assurance  the  speedy 
completion  of  the  Winona  &  South  Western  road, 
which  having  Omaha  for  its  terminus,  gives  us  for  the 
first  time  in  our  history  a  more  direct -communication 
with  the  great  lakes  than  we  have  ever  before  enjoyed. 

We  are  given  to  understand  that  through  contracts 
already  made  and  become  operative,  and,  through  pur- 
chase of  lines  already  built,  the  final  completion  of  this 
invaluable  feeder  to  our  city,  may  be  set  down  as  an 
accomplished  fact  at  no  very  distant  day. 

In  addition  to  this  most  valuable  contribution  to  our 
railway  facilities,  there  are  good  grounds  for  believing 
the  Twin  City,  Duluth  &  Omaha  road,  connecting  Lake 
Superior  with  our  cit}^  by  the  shortest  route  yet  projected, 
will  be  pushed  to  speedy  completion. 

These  "feeders"  to  our  commercial  importance  cannot 
be  too  highly  estimated  in  our  calculations  for  the  future. 
A  short  line  to  the  Lakes  placing  us  within  easy  water 
transportation  from  Duluth,  the  entire  distance  io  the 
Atlantic  seaboard,  must  result  in  incalculable  advantage 
to  us. 

Through  such  instrumentalities,  the  establishment  of 
s,  permanent  grain  market   here    becomes   no    longer 
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problematical,  through  bills  of  lading  of  the  most  re- 
sponsible character  and  abundant  transportation  of  the 
cheapest  kind  will  stimulate  a  movement  of  this  nature 
and  crown  it  with  perfect  success,  whilst  so  far  as  our 
supplies  of  general  merchandise  from  the  east  are  con- 
cerned, our  jobbers  and  manufacturers  will  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  for  obtaining  the  much 
lower  freights  ofFerered  by  the  water  route,  since  they 
will  have  the  protection  of  reliable  bills  of  lading  all  the 
way  through,  guaranteeing  the  rate  from  point  of  ship- 
ment to  their  own  doors. 

Further  sources  of  congratulation  are  to  be  found  in 
the  renewed  energy  with  which  our  people  have  taken 
hold  of  the  project  for  constructing  a  railroad  leading 
northwest  and  southwest  from  Omaha  in,  and  directly 
for  the  interests  of  our  city.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped 
the  project  will  be  fully  consummated,  for  independently 
of  the  powerful  assistance  such  a  road  would  render  in 
the  establishment  of  freight  rates  throughout  our  state 
over  already  existing  lines,  the  direct  advantage  to  our 
trade  and  commerce,  by  the  opening  up  of  new  territory 
to  the  enterprise  of  our  business  men  would  be  of  infi- 
nite value. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  officials  of  the  Union 
Pacific  and  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroads 
we  are  enabled  to  submit  a  yearly  exhibit  for  1887  of  the 
freights  received  and  forwarded  at  and  from  Omaha. 

These  tables  are  not  altogether  as  full  and  satisfactory 
as  we  could  have  wished,  yet  their  appearance  indicates 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  roads  in  question  to 
comply  with  this  long  requirement,  and  as  such  are 
thankfully  received  and  thoroughly  appreciated,  and 
accepted  as  an  earnest  of  the  futur«,  in  which  it  is  hoped 
all  the  remaining  lines  centering  in  Omaha  will  afford 
classified  data  of  this  character,  so  important  as  soon  as 
comparisons  can  be  instituted,  in  demonstrating  our 
mercantile  growth  and  progress. 
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Every  indication  points  to  the  increasing  importance 
of  the  Gate  City  of  the  west,  to  its  recognition  as  the 
leading  entrepot  of  the  entire  region  tributary  to  the 
Missouri  Valley,  and  had  the  demand  for  protection 
against  discrimination,  so  ably  presented  by  our  freight 
bureau  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  been 
favorably  acted  upon  and  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
granted,  there  would  have  been  nothing  to  stand  between 
us  and  the  occupancy  of  the  proud  position  of  the  firet 
city  of  the  great  West — a  position  which  then  could 
never  be  wrested  from  us,  but  still  enable  us  as  the 
decades  roll  by,  in  the  vast  increase  of  population  with 
all  its  numerous  wants  so  liberally  supplied,  the  accu- 
mulation of  capital,  the  magnificence  of  our  public 
works  and  the  even  progressive  tone  of  our  social  and 
business  relations,  to  demonstrate  in  its  fullest  extent, 
the  true  spirit  of  free  American  institutions. 

Statement  of  Union  Pacific  Railway  Companj'^'s 
Omaha  tonnage  forwarded  and  received,  1887 : 

Tons  forwarded.     Tons  received. 

Coal 20,928  120,397 

Coke 362  1,646 

Stone  and  brick 2,279  24,143 

Cement,  plaster  and  lime 3,343  10,067 

Salt 1,409  2,301 

Ore,  iron 2& 

Ore,  copper 

Ore,  silver 12,543^ 

Wheat 190. 

Corn 1,586 

Oats,  barley,  rye,  flax-seed,  etc 654 

Hay , 24,537 

Fruits,  vegetables  and  seeds 647  6,645 

Tea 10  120 

Groceries,  etc 10,654  18,215 

Provisions 5,328  2,274 

Hardware  stock,  iron,  nails,  etc 3,862  10,915 

Steel  rails  and  railroad  material 1,092  960 

Bullion  and  lead 27,704  27,187 

Matte  and  Tailings 538  307 

Hides  and  tallow 1,954  510 

Pelts  and  wool .  3 

Cattle 2,000  845 

Hogs 180  3,857 

Horses  and  mnl«s 1,343  489 

Sheep 50  20 
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Tons  Forwarded.    Tons  Received. 

Wines  and  liquors 2,292  2,485 

Machinery  and  castings 1,737  892 

Agricultural  Implements 704  2,385 

Wagons,  carriages,  tools,  etc 767  996 

Lumber  and  other  forest  products 83,767  44,241 

Drugs,  paints,  oils,  glass,  etc 4,954  5,747 

Dry  goods,  clothing,  boots  and  shoes 294  1,420 

Flour,  meal,  bran  and  millstuflf 1,206  6,984 

Furniture,  H.  H.  goods,  Em.  movables,  etc 989  3,498 

Miscellaneous 73,316  44,246 

Total 256,132  380,900 

Total  tonnage  received  at  and  forwarded  from  Union 
Pacific  depot,  account  C.  M.  &  St.  P.  Ry.,  C.  R.  I.  &  P. 
Ry.  and  C.  &  W.  Ry.,  297,448  tons. 

Statement  of  the  freight  received  at  Omaha  January 
1  to  Dec.  31,  1887,  by  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
R.  R.  Co.  in  Nebraska: 

Car  loads. 

Lumber 9,642 

Coal 6,734 

Salt 344 

Articles  used  by  manufacturers 1,634 

Live  stock 19,306 

Package  freight  unloaded  at  freight  house 7,316 

Miscellaneous 13,410 

Total 58,386 

Freight  forwarded  from  Omaha  from  January  1  to 
December  31, 1887: 

Car  load?. 

Grain 432 

Cattle  and  hogs 5,230 

Coal 642 

Manufactured  articles 681 

Packing  house  products 4,718 

Lumber 5,257 

Merchandise  loaded  at  freight  house 13,102 

Miscellaneous 6,516 

Total 36,578 
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REAL  ESTATE. 


The  adventurous  labor  of  laying  out  the  city  of 
Omaha  by  the  Council  Bluffs  and  Nebraska  Ferry  Co., 
during  June  and  July  of  1854,  under  the  surveyorship 
of  Alfred  D.  Jones,  was  the  first  speculative  movement 
of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  Omaha.  This  certainly  at 
that  time  was  a  visionary  scheme,  for  it  was  conceded 
that  Omaha  then  lay  on  the  edge  of  the  Great  American 
Desert.  However,  this  work  attracted  settlers,  and  since 
then  the  fluctuations  have  been  governed  by  current 
events  which  mark  distinctive  periods  in  the  history  of 
Omaha. 

Shortly  after  the  completion  of  the  surveys  the 
Omaha  Claim  Club  was  organized  for  the  direct  pro- 
tection of  the  claims  of  older  citizens,  against  the  jump- 
ing of  squatters,  whom  circumstances  seemed  to  favor  in 
their  opportunities  to  turn  a  few  dollars  through  possible 
quibbles  of  the  law.  Steadily  growing  from  1854  till 
the  universal  depression  of  1857,  the  exodus  of  the 
citizens  of  Omaha  at  that  time  was  the  cause  of  the  first 
depression  in  real  estate. 

Following  this  was  the  discovery  of  gold  at  Pike's 
Peak,  and  travel  to  that  Eldorado  sought  passage 
through  Omaha  on  account  of  its  being  the  eastern 
terminus  of  the  overland  route.  This  excitement  revived 
the  town  for  a  time.  Many  who  passed  through  Omaha 
returned  subsequently,  and  their  disappointment  fully 
prepared  them  to  wreak  their  vengeance  by  mobing  the 
town.  This,  however,  was  averted,  and  in  1863  Gover- 
nor Alvin  Saunders,  Augustus  Kountz,  George  Francis 
Train,  A.  D.  Jones  and  others  took  upon  themselves  to 
start  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  a  charter  for  which  had  been  previously  ob- 
tained, and  one  afternoon  they  went  down  into  the  bot- 
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toms  east  of  the  city,  and  with  a  great  flourish  of  trumpets 
the  work  was  commenced.  Hon.  A.  J.  Poppleton  deliv- 
ered a  speech  worthy  of  the  occasion,  and  the  results  of 
the  day's  labor  were  telegraphed  broadcast  over  the 
country.  But  it  was  not  until  1865  that  a  general  con- 
fidence in  real  estate  was  established,  resulting  from  the 
construction  of  several  important  buildings,  and  among 
other  events,  the  purchase  by  George  Francis  Train  of 
5,000  city  lots. 

About  this  time  $50,000  was  paid  to  assure  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  terminus  where  it  now 
is,  instead  of  at  a  point  directly  east  of  South  Omaha, 
and  an  additional  $47,000  was  paid  the  Chicago  &  North- 
western railway  to  extend  their  line  to  the  edge  of  the 
Missouri,  to  facilitate  the  delivery  of  the  iron  to  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pacific.  Subsequently 
the  same  road  obtained  entrance  into  Omaha  by  means 
of  a  piled  bridge  over  the  Missouri,  which  event  occurred 
on  Sunday,  the  17th  of  January,  1867.  Realty  had 
greatly  increased  in  value  in  the  meantime,  and  in  the 
summer  of  1868  numerous  additions  were  laid  out  and 
lots  sold  in  them  at  prices  that  were  not  again  realized 
until  the  summer  of  1886. 

After*  the  completion  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
in  1869  a  general  depression  occurred,  and  inci- 
dents such  as  the  agitation  of  the  moving  of  the 
Union  Pacific  shops  and  the  changing  of  the  terminus 
of  that  road  to  the  Iowa  side  of  the  Missouri,  so  unsettled 
realties  that  it  was  not  until  1879  that  values  became 
firmer.  From  that  date  a  steady  increase  has  been  the 
result,  until  at  this  writing  all  property  within  a  reason- 
able distance  of  the  business  centers  are  firmly  held  at 
prices  established  in  1887,  with  a  marked  increase  in 
many  localities.  It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that 
paper  maturing  on  all  purchases  of  a  year  ago  have  been 
so  promptly  met.  In  fact  conclusive  evidence  is  shown 
on  all  hands  of  the  great  earning  powers  of  the  citizens 
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of  Omaha  and  their  ability  to  meet  their  obligations  as 
they  have  become  due. 

Appended  is  a  tabulated  statement  of  the  transfers 
for  each  month  in  1885,  1886,  1887  and  for  the  first  six 
months  of  1888 : 


1885. 


1886. 


1887. 


1888. 


January 

February.. 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August — 
September. 
October  . . . 
November. 
December.. 


161,594 
m,lM 
215,550 

308,798 

380,-208 

360,080 

84,431 

166, lai 

415,716 

80'^154 
793,757 
698,000 


$  635,39S  00 
486,^63  00 
1,138,753  00 
843,949  00 
1,347,940  00 
1,637,377  00 
1,744  534  4H 
1,79^,7:30  95 
1,316.197  32 
1,391,199  11 
1,516,257  80 
1,447,360  82 


$  2,573,400! 
2,558,783  i 
4,835,638, 
3,674.449 
4,063,932; 
3.376  344 
1,685,549 
1,654,016! 
1,937,3591 
1,591,6441 
1,644,691' 
1,652,730 1 


$  1,458,545 
1,167,970 
1,370,285 
1,108,553 
1,730,877 
1,256,085 


$  4.426,143  $  15.178.448  49  $31,148,425!  «  8.f  93,334 


While  the  foregoing  statement  of  transfers  shows  a 
marked  decrease  in  transfers  of  reality,  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  the  clearances  of  our  banks  have  in- 
creased, showing  fully  that  the  general  business  trans- 
actions of  our  merchants  have  so  measurably  increased 
as  to  offset  fully  the  volume  of  real  estate  transactions  of 
a  year  ago.  This  fact  alone  should  fully  inspire  the  con- 
fidence of  all  classes  of  citizens  and  demonstrate  that  no 
exaggerated  prices  have  been  placed  on  realty.  Every 
outlook  indicates  that  the  developments  of  this  year  will 
cause  a  further  increase  in  value  and  an  increased 
demand  on  the  part  of  intelligent  investors. 


THE  BUILDING  RECORD, 


Each  year  sees  Omaha  steadily  advancing  in  the  line 
of  improvements  and  in  the  class  of  structures  erected, 
Avhether  it  may  be  solid  business  blocks  or  handsome 
residences  for  our  citizens. 

The  year  1887  far  surpassed  any  preceding  year  in 
the  amount  expended  in  the  erection  of  buildings,  aud, 
while  1888  may  not  see  as  large  an  amount  expended,  it 
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will  show  a  greater  number  of  modest  dwellings  and  at- 
tractive cottages  erected,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
masses,  who  in  reality  go  to  make  up  the  earning  powers 
of  a  city. 

The  unfortunate  strike  of  the  first  part  of  1888  has 
delayed  temporarily  the  construction  of  buildings  which 
would  now  be  under  headway,  but  an  early  adjustment 
of  these  difficulties  will  permit  of  a  large  amount  of  work 
being  done  before  the  close  of  the  season,  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  contracted  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

The  direct  result  has  been  to  cause  the  building  of  a 
large  number  of  small  cottages,  principally  by  small  con- 
tractors, and  the  construction  of  large  buildings  by  our 
wealthier  citizens  has  been  delayed. 

A  comparison  of  the  building  permits  issued  for  the 
first  five  months  of  1887,  and  a  like  period  in  1888,  shows 
a  slight  increase. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  number  of  per- 
mits issued  does  not  necessarily  indicate  the  exact  num- 
ber of  buildings  to  be  erected,  as  it  is  generally  the  case 
that  contractors  procure  the  privilege  to  erect  more  than 
one  building  on  the  same  permit,  and  often  as  high  as 
ten  or  twelve. 

Comparative  statement  of  permits  issued  for  first  five 
months  of  1887  and  1888: 


1888 

Permits 

Amountj                1887 

Permits 

Amount 

January 

44 
74 
137 
353 
191 
3  3 

$      49,100|  January 

76 
48 
173 
181 
318 
665 

$      44,575 

February 

63,57»  February 

79,450 
559,140 
543,060 

833,180 
949,870 

March 

135,519  March 

April 

May  

4*l,754|  April '.'.'."..'.'. 

530,73d  May 

June 

777,653  June. 

Totals  

903 

$3,<3«,3I8!     Totals 

1,360 

$  3  997,376 

A  careful  examination  of  the  building  records  for  the 
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past  three  years  produces  the  following  resume  of  ex- 
penditures : 


1885 

1886 

1887 

Schools  and  Churches 

$      92,6.^ 

343,750 

120,000 

701,000 

1,609,063 

$     214,900 

504,000 

190,300 

1,335,000 

2,890,490 

$     430  290 

Manufactories 

336,400 

Hotels .,             

55,000 

Stores  and  Warehouses 

3,430,500 

Residences 

2,960,450 

Totals 

$2,865,413i  8  5,134,690 

$  7,202,640 

The  following  detailed  statement  of  the  Building  In- 
spector will  be  found  to  contain  much  information  of 
interest  to  those  desiring  the  information ;  but  it  should 
be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  matter  of  the  cost,  as  sub- 
mitted, that  in  all  instances  it  greatly  falls  short  of  the 
amount  which  the  buildings  actually  cost,  and  that  an 
addition  of  25  per  cent,  to  those  figures  would  not  nearly 
cover  the  actual  expenditures.  When  building  permits 
are  issued,  one  of  the  objects  to  be  attained  is  to  get  the 
cost  of  the  buildings  estimated  approximately  correct, 
and  though  various  systems  have  been  adopted  by  dif- 
ferent cities,  none  have  been  found  satisfactory,  whether 
the  plan  adopted  was  cubical  contents  of  the  building 
erected,  or  on  the  basis  of  the  height  and  breadth  of  the 
structure.  Nor  does  it  seem  to  make  any  difference  in 
the  estimate,  whether  the  cost  of  the  permit  is  nominal 
or  otherwise.  Building  inspectors  throughout  the  country 
are  in  the  habit  of  adding  to  their  statements  of  "cost 
submitted  "  from  15  to  40  per  cent.,  as  their  judgement 
may  best  dictate  under  their  surrounding  circumstances. 
A  fair  calculation  of  the  amount  actually  expended  in 
the  construction  of  buildings  in  Omaha  in  1887  may 
surely  be  stated  to  be  between  $7,500,000  and  $8,000,000. 
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MUNICIPAL  FINANCES. 


Few  cities  of  the  size  and  rapid  growth  of  Omaha  have 
had  the  conservative  management  which  has  controlled 
our  city  finances.  No  losses  worthy  of  mention  have 
been  experienced  on  account  of  defalcations,  or  what  is 
still  more  to  be  feared,  a  successful  combination  of  un- 
scrupulous politicians.  Efforts  at  times  have  been  made 
to  secure  franchise  under  our  present  charter,  as  was 
notable  in  the  case  of  the  Holly  water  works  swindle, 
whereby  the  city  would  have  been  at  the  mercy  of  a 
soulless  corporation,  and  under  whose  successful  man- 
agement fortunes  would  have  been  made  and  remade,  to 
the  great  detriment  of  our  financial  standing  and  the  in- 
terests our  citizens. 

As  subsequently  shown  in  the  information  gathered 
from  the  report  of  our  City  Treasurer,  the  valuation  of 
property  in  the  city,  subject  to  taxation,  is  placed  at  an 
extremely  low  rate,  and  while  it  is  herein  stated  that 
one-sixth  of  the  cash  value  of  property  is  the  basis  on 
which  it  is  taxed,  the  careful  comparison  of  values  with 
the  rate  of  taxation  would  probably  show  a  rate  of  less 
than  one-tenth  of  its  marketable  value.  While  neces- 
sarily the  valuation  placed  on  realty  has  increased  the 
rate  of  taxation  to  a  percentage  which  would  be  classed 
in  other  communities  as  yery  large,  yet  our  citizens  have 
promptly  met  their  obligations  to  the  city.  The  fact  is  a 
matter  of  gratification,  and  one  upon  which  comment  is 
universally  made  on  the  part  of  our  city  treasurers,  that 
the  unusually  large  percentage  of  taxes  which  are  col- 
lected annually  during  the  current  year  in  which  they 
fall  due,  averages  90  per  cent,  and  over,  while  for  the 
preceding  five  years  the  amount  of  the  delinquency 
hardly  exceeds  1  per  cent. 

Under  our  charter  as  a  metropolitan  city,  the  past 
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fiscal  year  closed  the  1st  of  January,  therefore  the  state- 
ment of  the  collections  of  the  city  treasurer  as  hereafter 
appended,  will  only  show  for  the  portion  of  the  collec- 
tions of  the  preceding  year,  extended  from  the  17th  of 
May  to  December  31st,  inclusive. 

A  comparative  statement  of  taxes  collected  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30th,  1886  and  1887,  together 
with  those  collected  from  May  17th  to  December  31st, 
1887,  show  the  following  results: 

To  June,  To  May  17,  To  Dec.  31 » 

18b6.  1887.  1887. 

Taxes  collected,  regular $  387,824  52  $  463,532  24  $  341,737  73 

Taxes  collected,  special 217,703  30  364,095  88  30^^,230  45 

Taxes  collected,  miscellaneous 400,495  89  326,439  67  727,59190 

Total $1,006,022  21      $1,154,057  79       $1,272,560  08 

The  figures  on  the  following  page  show  the  receipts 
and  disbursements  of  the  City  Treasurer's  office  to 
December  31st,  1887,  as  compiled  from  his  report  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council. 
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RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

OF  THE  CITY  TREASURER'S  OFFICE  TO  DECEMBER  31, 


1887. 


Balance. 

Collections. 

Warrants 

Paid. 

Bal.  on 
Hand. 

$  65,017  90 

Tax  collections 

$     68,481  39 

21,8u5  00 

5,750  00 

1,093  00 

665  00 

34  75 

570  00 

912  70 

535  50 

585  50 

2.765  85 

131  25 

35,855  06 

Special  dep08't8,g'r'di'g',etc. 

Kuilding  inspector 

Boiler  inspector 

Special  Cash  Fund.. 

Do  I'-  fees 

Metropolitan  Cable  Co-.  . 



Motor  R.  R.  Co 

Goodman  Electric  Co 

Police  court  costs 

Miscellaneous 

Real  estate  sold 

Total 

65,017  90 

$    139,135  30 

$    154,816  79 

S  40,336  41 

Sinking  Fund  Account.. 

$  66,802  62 

$      39,654  17 
45,321  75 

Amount  from  Dist.  funds- 

134,000  00 

73,279  50 

741  66 

Express,  exchange,  &  com.. 

19,857  96 

151,767  70 

15,032  9U 

43,757  38 

School  Fund— 
Tax  collections 

Licenses 

Transferred  to  Board  Ed 

186,658  56 

Library  Fund 

5,048  77 

Tax  collections- 

4,694  98 

364  15 

11,210  19 

18,754  20 
18,088  31 

Fines 

1,^49"  99 
19,832  16 
30,788  42 

4,987  33 

6.881  49 

8,841  05 

17,871  20 

3,497  90 

3,226  41 

Sidewalk  Fund 

4,019  04 

Water  Rent  Fund 

Judgment  Fund. 

20,715  16 
35,378  83 

Fire  Fund 

21,137  44 

79  08 
19,050  12 

Sale  of  old  hose,  etc 

Police  Fund 

"■■5",lli"84 
6,956  09 

18,208  49 
12,772  76 

7,995  36 
11,389  21 

€URB,  Guttering  &  Clean- 

13,278  86 

467  19 

1,395  13 

Sundry  collections 

8,979  30 
749  47 

11,722  84 

"Viaduct  Fund . 

312  78 
590  00 

913  44 

Special  Cash  Fund 

437  50 
100  oc. 

Rent 

Transferred  to  gen'l  fund. 
Special  Tax  Collections- 
District  naviner  funds 

665  00 

462  50 

• 

94,839  62 
4,182  37 

37,625  55 

18,003  80 
.28,659  35 

14,227  62 
5,692  14 

Alley  paving  funds 

Sewer  funds 

Curb,gutter  &  paving  fund 

Grade  funds 

11th  street  viaduct  fund 

16th  street  viaduct  fund 

Special  Warrants  Paid— 
Pavina:  bond  fund 

.     57,061  56 

45,429  16 

24,874  65 

331  73 

2,007  10 

16,973  73 

272,002  96 

7,121  93 

41,272  79 

16,837  81 

20,598  30 



11th  street  viaduct  fund 

City  Hall  fund 

District  paving  fund. 

Alley  paving  fund 

Curb  and  guttering  fund 

Grading  fund 

Sewer  fund 

Bonds  sold 

489,256  96 

Balances  in  special  funds. . 

187,975  70 

Total 

$  197,097  90 

$  1,312,314  25 

$  1,132,519  87 

$  376,892  28 
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The  regular  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  city  is  now 
as  follows: 

Ten  per  cents  due  in  1889 $162,860 

Seven  per  cents  due  in  1900 6(5,100 

Six  per  cents  due  in  1901 100,000 

Six  per  cents  due  in  1903 100,000 

Five  per  cents  due  in  1903 100,000 

Five  per  cents  due  in  1904 170,000 

Five  per  cents  due  in  1906 160,000 

Five  per  cents  due  in  1906 100,000 

Four  and  one-half  per  cents  due  in  1906 100,000 

Five  per  cents  due  in  1907 175,000 

Total $1,223,950 

The  valuation  of  property  in  the  city  for  taxation  is 
$18,000,000,  or  about  one-sixth  its  cash  value. 

The  regular  bonded  debt  must  not  exceed  in  the 
aggregate  ten  per  cent,  of  assessed  valuation  of  the  tax- 
able property. 

The  city  treasurer  in  closing  his  report,  congratulates 
the  City  Council  upon  the  wonderful  degree  of  cheerful- 
ness with  which  the  tax  payers  of  Omaha  have  responded 
to  the  calls  made  upon  them  during  his  administration, 
from  the  17th  of  May  to  December  31st,  1887. 


PUBLIC     IMPROVEMENTS. 


The  metropolitan  City  of  Omaha  has  been  well  pro- 
tected by  the  present  Charter,  under  which  it  is  now  con- 
trolled. Heretofore  Omaha  has  had  good  cause  to 
congratulate  herself  that  no  jobs  of  importance  have 
escaped  the  criticism  of  the  citizens  and  the  scrutiny  of 
a  vigilant  press.  Such  being  the  case  in  the  past,  the 
care  taken  in  framing  our  present  city  charter  will  pro- 
tect her  greatly  in  the  future. 

All  departments  of  the  city's  government  have  been 
judiciously  conducted  with  economy,  which  justifies 
respectful  comment. 

The  clause  of  the  Charter  of  Metropolitan  Cities  of 
this  state,  which  prescribes  that  the  authorities  shall  not 
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in  any  year  issue  warrants  or  orders  to  an  amount 
exceeding  ninety  per  cent  of  the  amount  of  taxes  levied 
for  such  year  and  the  amount  actually  received  from 
other  sources,  and  that  such  city  authorities  shall  not 
contract  or  incur  any  indebtedness  in  addition  to  the 
amount  for  which  they  are  authorized  to  issue  warrants 
or  orders  or  bonds,  has  acted  as  a  safeguard  to  tax 
payers.  While  thus  the  improvements  made  in  1887 
were  largely  in  excess  of  those  of  preceding  years,  a  halt 
has  beenjudiciously  called  until  such  time  as  the  proper 
funds  can  be  again  drawn  upon. 

A  resume  of  the  paving,  grading,  sewering,  curbing 
and  guttering  expenses  from  1883  is  here  made  that  a 
full  appreciation  may  be  had  of  how  great  has  been  this 
work.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  not  till  the  fall  of 
1882  was  the  work  of  public  improvements  commenced, 
so  from  the  year  1883  it  practically  commenced. 


Year 


Paving- 

Grading 

Curbing-  &  Gu'tr'g-. 
Sewers 


Totals. 


1833. 


268.948  40 
81,101  84 
33.748  17 
77,903  33 


4t)0,699  74 


1884. 


435,406  78 
157,45}  88 
96,797  42 
177,296  58 


866,954  66 


1885. 


170,765  97 

29,768  97 

32,614  10 

6,351  83 


239,500  87 


1886. 


1887. 


383,06'>  74  421,669  05 
82,560  54i239,57l  62 
55,709  89'  70,775  89 

127,402  28:238,222  61 


TOTAL. 


1,679.855  94 
590.456  85 
288.6 
627,1 


648,738  45970.239  1713,186,132  89 


The  great  benefits  which  the  citizens  of  Omaha  have 
experienced  from  the  grading,  paving,  curbing  and 
sewering  as  demonstrated  with  this  class  of  improve- 
ment has  yielded  a  prosperity  which  has  thoroughly 
justified  the  outlay.  On  all  sides  our  citizens  are  con- 
tinually demanding  that  the  public  improvement  shall 
be  continued  and  the  result  will  be  that  a  larger  amount 
of  pavement  will  be  laid  this  year  than  ever  before  in 
the  history  of  Omaha. 

While  much  important  work  will  be  done  in  the 
center  of  the  city,  lateral  lines  will  be  run  to  our  city 
limits,  which  will  afford  better  and  easier  communi- 
cation with  the  center,  thereby  enabling  our  citizens  to 
reach   their  places  of  business   with   much   less  incon- 


TRADE    AND    COMMERCE    OF    OMAHA  93 

veiiience  than  heretofore.  Prospectively  a  cheaper  class 
of  pavement  will  be  laid  in  the  suburbs,  but  on  a  foun- 
dation which  will  in  the  future  enable  a  replacing  of  the 
pavement  when  time  shall  have  destroyed  its  present 
usefulness. 

The  same  system  of  distributing  payments  for  paving 
provided  for  by  district  bonds,  running  for  ten  years, 
payable  in  annual  installments  of  one-tenth  of  the  cost 
of  paving  in  front  of  realty,  will  be  continued  to  the 
great  satisfaction  of  our  citizens.  This  mode  of  annual 
payment  with  interest  at  7  per  cent  per  annum  on  the 
deferred  payments  has  become  very  popular  and  the 
same  mode  has  been  adopted  by  other  cities  where  the 
same  class  of  work  is  being  done. 

Our  citizens  can,  with  a  degree  of  satisfaction,  claim 
precedents  from  other  cities  for  this  mode  of  payment 
for  improvements,  instead  of  what  has  been  the  custom 
in  many  other  places  of  bankrupting  owners  of  property 
in  compelling  them  to  pay  for  their  improvements  ii* 
one  annual  payment. 

CITY    ENGINEER. 

In  the  forthcoming  report  of  the  city  engineer,  G.  W. 
Tillson,  the  following  facts  and  recommendations  are  set 
forth: 

According  to  his  report  the  City  of  Omaha  contains 
24.6  square  miles;  it  is  7  miles  in  length,  north  and 
south,  and  averages  SJ  miles  in  width. 

The  City  Engineer  sets  forth  a  recommendation,  that 
thoroughfares  going  into  the  country  in  all  directions  be 
established  which  would  meet  the  demand  of  heavy 
loads  being  hauled  without  inconvenience,  and  that  in 
the  residence  portions  of  the  city  where  busi^ness  would 
not  come,  that  the  undulating  surface  of  the  city  be  pre- 
served as  much  as  possible. 

The  total  amount  of  earth  moved  in  grading  streets 
was  1,047,314  cubic  yards  at  a  cost  of  $239,571.62. 
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There  were  13.59  miles  of  curbing  set  during  the 
year,  together  with  a  small  amount  of  guttering  which 
cost  $70,775.89.  The  majority  of  the  stone  used  was 
from  the  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado  sandstone  quarries.  On 
some  streets  the  Berea  sandstone  was  used  with  satis- 
factory results,  but  a  preference  is  expressed  that  the  Ft. 
Collins  stone  should  be  used  on  business  streets. 

In  the  matter  of  paving,  the  City  Engineer,  emphati- 
cally recommends  that  hereafter  no  street  should  be* 
paved  until  all  sewer,  gas  and  water  mains  were  laid. 

The  following  is  a .  statement  of  paving  for  the  year: 

Sheet  Asphalt  on  concrete  base,  36,648.81  yards,  cost $104,807.09 

Cedar  block  on  concrete  base,  107,036.16  yards,  cost 189,085.96 

Col.  sandstone  on  base  of  6  in.  of  sand,  29,079  yards   79,874.05 

Sioux  Falls  granite  on  base  of  6  in.  of  sand,  10,786  yards.  . .     27,901.95 

Total  amount  expended  during  year $401,669.05 

Amount  paid  by  Street  Car  Co.  for  new  pavement 20,000  00 

Total  amount  expended  for  street  paving. $421,669.05 

i 

•  Relative  to  the  sewer,  statement  is  made  that  with  the- 
additional  mains  laid  last  year,  good  facilities  for  drain- 
age has  been  given  to  a  large  amount  of  property  here- 
tofore unaccessible.  Where  petitions  have  been  issued 
by  citizens  for  public  sewers  they  have  been  granted  in 
almost  every  instance. 

Recommendation  is  made  that  another  hundred 
thousand  dollars  in  sewer  bonds  be  issued  in  order  that 
the  work  for  this  season  may  be  properly  carried  out. 

The  six  inch  sewer  between  Farnam  and  Douglas 
streets,  east  of  Fourteenth  street,  was  relaid  with  a 
twelve  inch  pipe  and  the  contract  let  for  the  same  work 
west  of  Fourteenth  street,  which  was  found  necessary, 
owing  to  the  large  flow  of  water  coming  from  the 
elevators  in  use  along  the  line.  A  like  recommendation 
is  made  for  the  sewer  between  Farnam  and  Harney 
streets. 
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The  amount  of  sewer  constructed  during  the  year 

was  18.1  miles  at  a  cost  of $238,222.61 

Completion  of  Eleventh  street  viaduct  at  a  cost  of  17,890.67 

The  estimated   amount   of  work  done  on  the   city 

hall  for  the  year  of  1887  was   20,129.30 

Under  the  direction  of  the  sidewalk  inspector  there 

was  constructed  20.11  miles  at  a  cost  of 35,106.02 

Cost  of  the  engineer's  department  was,  for  salaries  17,713.62 
Cost  of  engineer's  department,  for  supplies 2,648.12 


$20,361.74 

This  was  at  a  cost  of  a  little  less  than  2  per  cent  of 
the  work  constructed  under  the  direction  of  this  depart- 
ment. 

The  following  is  a  description  of  the  work  done  in 

1887: 

Cost.        Total  Cost. 

Grading,  1,047,314  cubic  yards $239,571.62 

Curbing,  771,782.6  feet $61,968.31 

Guttering  and  extras 8,807.58 

$70,775.89 
Paving. 

Colorado  sand  stone,  29,079  square  yards $  79,870.05 

Sheet  asphalt,  34,643.81  square  yards 104,807.09 

Cedar  block,  107,036.16  square  yards 189,085.96 

Sioux  Falls  granite,  10,786  square  yards 27,905.95 

By  street  car  company 20,000.00 

$421,669.05 

Sewers,  99,308.1  feet  or  18.1  miles 238,222.61 

Viaducts,  Eleventh  street 17,890.67 

Garbage  boats 1,100.00 

City  hall  estimates 20,129.30 

Sidewalks,  20.11  miles 35,106.20 

Engineering  salaries $  17,713.62 

Supplies,  etc 2,648.12 

Street  signs 223.45 

$20,585.19 

Total....  $1,065,050.63 

Mileage  of  pavement  laid  previous  to  1887: 

Sheet  asphalt,  7.52  miles 

Sioux  Falls  granite,  2.14  miles 

Colorado  sandstone,  2.00  miles 

Cedar  block,  3.05  miles 

Total 14.71  miles .  Cost,  $1,483,065,74 


96  ELEVENTH   ANNUAL   REPORT   OF   THE 


Mileage  of  pavement  laid  in  1887: 

Sheet  asphalt,  1.20  miles $104,807.09 

Sioux  Falls  granite,  •. 27,901,96 

Colorado  sandstone,      .70  mile 79,874.05 

Cedar  block,  4.10  miles 189,085.96 

Total,  1887 .6  00  miles.  $401,669.05 

Total 20.71  miles.  $1,884,734.79 

Mileage  and  cost  of  sewers: 

Previous  to  1887,  30.14  miles,  cost $594,170.95 

During  1887,  brick  3'  to  8'  diam.    2.00   miles 

During  1887,  pipe  6'' to  24'' diam.  16.10  miles,  cost 238,222.61 

Total  miles 48.24  Cost $832,393.56 

Mileage  of  curbing  laid: 

Previous  to  1887 30.28  miles. 

During  1887 .13.59  miles. 

Total 43.87  miles. 

Mileage  of  grading  to  1887,  56.65  miles,  cost $350,885. 23 

Completed  in  1887,  17.00  miles,  cost 239,571.62 

Total 73.65  $590,456.85 

CITY  CLERK'S  REPORT. 

From  the  City  Clerk's  report  the  following  informa- 
tion is  obtained.  Number  and  description  of  bonds 
signed : 

Sewer  bonds , $  100,000 

Paving  bonds 328  000 

Paving  intersections 75,000 

Alleys •  •    • 7,500 

Curb  and  guttering 35,900 

Total $  546,400 

Licences  issued  for  the  yaar  were  as  follows: 

254  Liquor $  254,000  00 

53  Drug  permits 530  00 

392  Miscellaneous 1,342  00 

119  Peddlers 2,242  50 

11  Hotel  runners 210  00 

12  Auctioneers 675  00 

3  Circus 910  00 

3  Gun  powder 15  00 

16  Pawn  brokers 841  00 

7  Theatres 308  00 

28  Shooting  galleries 155  00 

27  Grain  dealers 270  00 

21  Plumbers  and  gas  fitters 210  00 

14  House  movers 110  00 

374  Express,  hacks,  etc 3,740  00 

Total $  265,558  50 
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CITY  COMPTROLLER'S  REPORT. 

The  report  of  the  City  Comptroller,  voluminous  in  its 
•details  of  receipts  and  expenses  for  the  past  year,  shows 
disbursements  as  hereafter  appended.  Mention  is  made 
of  the  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  city  on  January  1, 
1888,  which  was  $1,223,950,  and  the  indebtedness  account 
of  the  district  bonds  is: 

Account  paving  bonds $  773,000 

Account  curbing  bonds 39,000 

Total : $  802,000 

These  district  bonds  bear  7  per  cent,  per  annum  and 
are  short  time  bonds,  payable  in  payments  from  one  to 
nine  years  from  date.  Their  payment  is  provided  for 
by  the  taxes  collected  annually  on  the  respective  paving 
and  curbing  districts. 

City  Disbursements  for  Year  1887. 

GENERAL   FUNDS. 

Salaries |    106,694  61 

Grading 80,661  18 

Miscellaneous  bills 81,760  23 

FIRE  FUNDS. 

Salaries 42,999  49 

Miscellaneous  bills 27,078  74 

POLICE  FUNDS. 

Salaries 36,403  49 

Miscellaneous  bills 30,078  45 

Public  library 10,828  02 

Grading 56,000  00 

Curbing  and  guttering 65.021  74 

Sewers 175,027  92 

City  hall 17,585  11 

Viaduct : . . . .  18,266  62 

Sidewalks 24,869  85 

Cleaning  streets 18,064  90 

Repairing  streets 681  12 

Repairing  sewers 324  50 

Paving  streets 269,135  90 

Paving  intersections 10,644  11 

Judgment 6,354  03 

Water  rent 39,927  81 

Damages  paid 11,080  00 

Total $1,028,286  82 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT, 

The  report  of  Chief  of  Fire  Department  shows  that 
his  present  force  consists  of:  1  chief,  2  assistant  chiefs,  1 
superintendent  of  fire  alarms,  1  clerk,  1  line  man,  1 
lieutenant,  9  drivers,  8  captains,  27  hook  and  ladder  men  ; 
total,  51  men. 

The  fire  alarm  system  consists  of  a  four-circuit  re- 
peater and  about  fifty  miles  of  wire,  most  of  which  is 
strung  upon  poles  belonging  to  the  department. 

During  nine  months  ending  December  31, 1887,  there  were  132 

alarms  of  fire  and  the  damage  of  buildings  was $32,427  00 

Insurance 26,960  00 

Damage  on  the  stock '. 58,919  00 

Insurance 55,059  65 

The  following  statement  speaks  well  for  our  fire  de- 
partment: 

1881,  number  of  ah 

1882, 

1883, 

1884, 

1885, 

1886, 

1887,        "         "  X« X^X  «  XX.WX....O.  .    x^^,..^v,   v/v. 

The  present  inventory  of  the  property  owned  and 
used  by  the  department  is  as  follows: 

Real  estate $  40,000 

Three  engines 3,000 

Two  two-wheel  carts 100 

Four  four-wheel  carts 2,100 

Two  H.  &  L.  trucks 4,500 

Nine  sets  double  harness 450 

Two  sets  single  harness 76 

Five  wagons 200 

Three  buggies % 300 

Nineteen  horses 3,500 

Eight  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  hose 7,000 

One  chemical  engine 1,800 

Furniture  and  fixtures 4,000 

Fire  alarm  system 9,000 


55 . . 

48 . . 

. .  Losses 

.$  88,545  00 
.      57,202  00 

38 . . 

ii 

56,970  00 

54 . . 

i( 

62,300  00 

73 . . 

.« 

.    108,332  41 

. .    . .   86 .  . 

a 

56,355  75 

137.. 

'•      for  9  months . 

.    128,520  00 

Total  amount $  76,025 

POLICE   DEPARTMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  provided  by  the  charter 
to  metropolitan  cities,  the  Board  of  Fire  and  Police  Com- 
missioners, consisting  of  the  Mayor  and  four  electors 
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appointed  by  the  Governor,  have  full  charge  of  the  Police 
Department  of  Omaha,  under  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  ordinance. 

The  work  of  this  department  has  been  very  satis- 
factory, and  has  meft  with  the  general  demands  of  our 
city  in  a  manner  which  has  given  us  better  police  disci- 
pline and  more  effective  work  in  both  the  Fire  and  Police 
Departments  than  has  ever  heretofore  been  realized. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police  shows  that  during 
the  seven  months  ending  December  31  there  w^ere  6,125 
persons  arrested  and  called  before  the  Chief  of  Police, 
and  that  during  that  period  $18,004.50  had  been  taken 
from  and  returned  to  prisoners,  besides  a  large  amount 
of  personal  property.  The  police  force,  as  constituted 
May  25,  consisted  of  thirty-nine  men  as  constituted  on 
December  31  contained  the  following: 

Chief  of  Police 1 

Captains 2 

Sergeants 3^ 

Detectives 1 

Guard  officers 1 

Jailors a 

Patrol  drivers 2 

Patrol  conductors 1 

City  business 1 

Patrolmen 27 

Total . .  42 

In  addition  to  which  there  were  thirteen  special 
watchmen  appointed  without  pay  from  the  city. 

The  amount  paid  to  policemen  between  May  31  and 
December  31,  1887,  was  $21,904.35,  which  was  less  than 
one-half  the  amount  paid  for  police  service  in  any  other 
city  of  the  same  population  of  Omaha. 

During  the  year  a  police  and  i&re  alarm  system  was 
adopted,  twenty-eight  signal  boxes  and  thirty-five  miles 
of  wire  were  erected  and  proper  connections  made  with 
central  stations. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  calls  from  these  stations 
since  their  erection,  to- wit: 
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June 491 

July 468 

August 570 

September 667 

October 577 

November 648 

December ,. 818 

4,239 

In  charge  of  this  department  is  the  Superintendent 
and  three  operators.  The  present  regulations  require 
that  every  policeman  should  pull  the  box  on  his  re- 
spective beat  every  hour  during  the  day  or  night,  thus 
exhibiting  to  the  Chief  of  Police  the  efficiency  of  the 
work  of  his  subordinates. 

INSPECTOR  OF   PLUMBING. 

The  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Plumbing  shows  that 
during  1887  there  were  issued  permits  to  cut  streets  as 
follows : 

To  plumbers 1,091 

American  Water  Works  Company 296 

Gas  Company 849 

Total 2,236 

CITY  GAS  INSPECTOR. 

The  report  of  the  City  Gas  Inspector  shows  that  there 
were  212  inspections  made  during  the  months  of  June  to 
December  inclusive.  The  average  illuminating  power 
of  candles  was  20.9  per  cent.  Gas  consumed  in  public 
buildings  was  1,091,300  cubic  feet.  The  cost  of  gas  per 
bills  of  Omaha  Gas  Co.,  at  $2  per  thousand,  was  $20,- 
106.42.  Cost  of  gas  as  allowed  by  ordinance  was 
116,244.30.     Excess  was  $3,862.12. 

Cost  of  gas  for  street  lamps  as  claimed  by  Omaha 
Gas  Company  was  $31;  as  allowed  by  council  $25. 

There  were  164  gas  lamps  erected  during  the  year 
and  132  gasoline  lamps;  total  number  of  gas  lamps  were 
671;  total  number  of  gasoline  lamps  428. 

The  number  of  gas  lamps  lighted  in  January,  1887, 
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was  508;  number  in   December   was   671,  showing   an 
increase  of  163  lamps. 

SEWER    INSPECTOR. 

The  Sewer  Inspector  shows  there  were  568  connections 
made  with  public  sewers  in  1887,  379  of  which  were 
made  to  the  combined  system  and  189  to  the  Waring 
system. 

Total  expenditure  for  year,  $4,698.34. 

BOILER    INSPECTOR'S    REPORT. 

The  report  of  the  Boiler  Inspector  shows  that  there 
were: 

Boilers  examined 140 

Boilers  condemned 3 

Boilers  ordered  repaired 8 

Engineers'  licenses  issued 72 

Engineer's  license  revoked 1 

Boilers  registered 296 

Boilers  in  course  of  construction 27 

There  was  an  increase  of  66  boilers  between  July  1st 
and  December  31st,  33  of  which  were  for  manufacturing 
purposes  and  30  for  steam  purposes. 

The  total  revenue  of  the  office  was  $1,080. 

POLICE    COURT. 

The  report  of  the  police  court  shows  the  total  number 
af  cases  judicated  were  7,280  from  May  11th  to  December 
31st,  1887: 

Total  city  fines  collected  were $16,603.15 

City  costs  collected 2,198.00 

Total 18,801.15 

Total  state  fines  collected 612.00 

Total $19,413.16 

CITY  MEAT  INSPECTOR. 
City   meat   inspector    shows    that    there   were   con- 
demned: 

Pounds  of  meat 53,823 

Bunches  of  bananas 1,100 

Bushel  peanuts 36 

Melons 310 

Bushel  apples 1 

Bushel  sweet  potatoes 3 
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HEALTH    REPORT. 


Omaha  owes  not  a  little  of  its  growth  and  prosper- 
ity to  the  healthful  properties  of  our  climate,  which  is 
invigorating  to  an  extreme  and  has  been  for  years  the 
subject  of  comment  on  the  part  of  our  physicians.  At 
no  time  and  under  no  circumstances  has  Omaha  suffered 
the  effects  of  an  epidemic.  Our  clear  air,  bright  sun- 
shine and  the  care  which  is  being  evinced  by  our  health 
department,  must  continue  to  make  Omaha  one  of  the 
most  healthful  cities  in  the  United  States. 

Our  excellent  system  of  sewerage  is  preparing  us 
thoroughly  for  the  future  and  the  enactment  of  proper 
ordinances  within  the  past  year  will  force  our  citizens  on  all 
hands  to  take  proper  measures  to  prevent  disease  by 
having  thoroughly  cleaned  our  streets  and  alleys  under 
direction  of  the  health  department. 

Our  City  Physician  reports  as  follows:  "With  the 
.phenomenal  growth  of  the  city  comes  the  change  of  the 
entire  system  of  sewerage,  the  grading  of  streets  and 
many  other  things  combining  to  create  disease;  but  with 
all  the  adverse  circumstances,  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  w^e  have  no  epidemics  of  any  nature  and  the  health 
of  the  city  is  above  the  average,  as  will  appear  from  the 
subjoined  table  of  vital  statistics." 

Also  comment  was  made  upon  the  water  supply, 
under  which  head  it  was  admitted  that  the  water  has  an 
uninviting  appearance  in  its  unfiltered  state,  but  never- 
theless, it  has  been  proven  by  chemical  analysis  to  con- 
tain fewer  impurities  than  that  of  our  pure  spring  water 
from  our  wells,  in  preference  to  which  our  city  physician 
recommends  its  use  where  possible. 

In  the  article  by  W.  F.  Milroy,  M.  D.,  of  this  city, 
published  in  the  "Medical  Record"  f^r  October,  1887,  are 
found   statistics   which     are    of    more    than    ordinary 
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intwest  to  our  citizens,  showing  not  only  the  low  death 
rate,  but  also,  an  extremely  low  rate  as  to  the  number 
of  deaths  from  that  fatal  disease,  consumption. 

Table  No.  1  is  taken  from  the  reports  of  our  former 
city  physicians  and  is,  undoubtedly,  very  nearly  correct. 
Table  No.  2  is  compiled  from  the  report  of  the  National 
Board  of  Health  for  1885  and  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
parison, thirty  cities  were  selected  from  the  list,  some  of 
which  were  larger  and  some  smaller  than  Omaha. 
These  cities  were  arranged  in  tabular  form,  taking  six 
cities  from  the  New  England  states,  six  from  the  Lake 
region,  the  upper  Mississippi  valley  and  six  from  the 
Western  and  Pacific  states.  In  each  group  the  average 
population  w^as  taken,  the  number  of  deaths  from  con- 
sumption in  proportion  to  one  thousand  population,  and 
the  number  of  deaths  from  other  causes  in  proportion  to 
one  thousand  population. 

An  examination  of  the  table  will  show  a  very  low 
death  ratefor  Omaha  in  each  case.  One  of  the  causes 
of  the  extreme  low  death  rate  is  the  comparative  in- 
frequency  of  extreme  changes  during  the  winter  months, 
for  all  admit  that  evenness  of  temperature  is  the  greatest 
importance  whether  it  be  high  or  low.  One  of  the  most 
striking  consistencies  of  climate  is  the  small  acqueous 
precipitation,  which  is  shown  in  a  meterological  summary 
as  furnished  by  our  signal  service  office.  Another 
reason  for  the  low  death  rate  may  be  attributed  to  the 
soil  of  Omaha  and. its  vicinity,  which  is  called  Loess. 
A  description  of  this  rare  geological  formation  is  here 
quoted  from  Prof.  Samuel  Aughey: 

"This  deposit  is,  in  some  respects,  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  in  the  world.  It  prevails  over  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  surface  of  Nebraska.  It  ranges  in  thick- 
ness from  five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet.  I  have 
compared  many  specimens  taken  three  hundred  miles 
apart,  and  from  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  deposits,  and 
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no  difference  could  be  detected  by  the  eye  or  chen*ical 
anal3^sis.  Over  eighty  per  cent  of  this  deposit  is  very 
finely  comminuted  silica,  and  about  ten  per  cent  is 
composed  of  the  carbonates  and  phosphates  of  lime.'^ 
Its  drainage,  which  is  the  very  best  possible,  is  owing  to 
the  remarkable  finely  comminuted  silica  of  which  the 
bulk  of  the  deposit  consists.  Where  the  ground  is  culti- 
vated the  most  copious  rains  percolate  through  the  soil, 
which,  in  its  lowest  depths,  retains  it  like  a  huge  sponge. 

"Even  the  unbroken  prairie  absorbs  much  of  the 
heavy  rains  ihat  fall. 

"On  the  other  hand  the  extremely  wet  seasons  only 
damage  the  crops  over  the  low  bottoms,  subject  to  over- 
flow. From  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
heaviest  rains  the  roads  are  perfectly  dry.  I'he  soil  is 
easily  worked,  yielding  readily  to  the  shovel  or  plow. 
Excavation  is  remarkably  easy,  and  no  pick  or  mattock 
is  thought  of  for  such  purposes. 

"The  physical  characteristics  and  the  geological 
history  of  this  deposit  are  an  interesting  study,  but 
enough  has  been  said  to  indicate  the  remarkable  surface 
drainage  which  prevails  wherever  this  deposit  is  found. 
In  a  word,  there  are  no  swamps  or  marshes.  No  collection 
of  water  remains  nearer  the  surface  than  the  bottom  of 
the  Loess  deposit,  and  to  that  depth  (40  to  150  feet)  wells 
must  be  sunk  in  order  to  obtain  it." 
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STATE  EDUCATIONAL  FACILITIES. 


It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  educational 
fund  of  the  State  of  Nebraska  has  been  so  handsomely 
provided  for  by  an.  act  of  Congress,  in  the  donation  of 
one  section  in  every  eighteen  of  the  public  lands. 

The  management  of  our  school  endowment  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  "  Board  of  Educational  Lands  and  Funds," 
consisting  of  the  Governor,  Attorney-General,  Secretary 
of  State,  Treasurer  and  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands  and 
Buildings.  Under  the  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  not 
more  than  640  acres  of  land  can  be  leased  by  one  person. 
No  land  can  be  sold  for  less  than  ^7  per  acre,  nor  for  less 
than  the  value  fixed  upon  it  by  the  County  Commission- 
ers, whose  duty  it  is  to  appraise  it.  One-tenth  of  the 
purchase  money  must  be  cash,  and  the  rest  must  be  paid 
at  a  time  within  twenty  years,  the  unpaid  balance  bear- 
ing interest  at  6  per  cent. 

Whenever  the  residents  of  any  county  petition  for 
the  sale  of  any  school  lands  in  the  county,  it  is  ap- 
praised and  offered  for  sale.  All  that  is  not  sold  is  open 
for  lease  after  having  been  offered  for  sale.  The  lessee 
paj^s  a  rental  of  6  per  cent,  upon  the  appraised  value  of 
the  land,  and  in  case  of  more  than  one  applicant,  the 
one  who  pays  the  highest  cash  bonus  secures  it.  The 
land  is  re-appraised  every  five  years. 

The  following  comparative  statements  will  show  the 
condition  of  the  permanent  fund  and  determines  the  an- 
nual increase  of  the  respective  years  named.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  the  fund  will  eventually  exceed 
120,000,000,  the  revenue  of  which  will  be  distributed  to 
the  respective  districts  throughout  the  state  in  proportion 
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to  the  school  attendance  as  shown  by  the  annual  school 
census.  Intelligent  legislation  on  the  part  of  the  State 
of  Nebraska  will  place  at  the  disposal  of  its  inhabitants 
the  revenues  from  a  permanent  fund  far  in  excess  of 
that  of  any  other  state  in  the  Union.  The  following 
tabulated  statements  compiled  from  the  record  of  the 
State  Superintendent  of  Schools  shows  the  condition  of 
the  school  funds  in  the  respective  counties  throughout 
the  State : 


STATEMENT 

Showing-  the  Amount  of  State,  County  and  Other  Bonds  Belonging  to 
the  State  Permanent  School  Fund,  June  25,  1888: 


By  Whom  and  fob  What  Purpose  Issued. 

Interest. 

Amount. 

Per  Cent. 

Adams   County Railroad 

Buffalo  County .* Kunding- 

Cheyenne  County Funding 

5 
5 
6 
6 
6 
10 
6 
8 
8 
5 

i5 

6 
7 
8 
6 
5 
8 

10 
5 
7 

10 

I 

6 

{      125,000  00 
54,000  00 
20,000  00 

Dakota    County Funding- 
Dawes   County Court  House 

Dawson  County Court  House 

Dawson  County Funding- 

27,000  00 
19,000  00 
3,000  00 
50.000  00 

State  of  Nebraska Funding 

Gage  County Railroad 

Garfield  County Funding 

Greelf^y   County Funding 

Hall  County Court  House 

Hall   County Railroad 

326.267  35 

30,000  00 

3.500  00 

45,000  00 

7.000  00 

5,000  00 

Hall  County Bridge 

Hamilton  County Railroad 

Holt  County      .                                       .        Funding 

8,000  00 
26,0U0  00 
30,0t  0  00 

Harlan  County Funding 

Howard  County Railroad 

Johnson  County Railroad 

Johnson  County Court  House 

Kearney  County Funding 

Kearney  County Bridge 

Kearney  County Funding 

Kearney  County Refunding 

Keith   County •         Bridge 

21,500  00 

5,000  00 

6,800  00 

20,000  00 

15,000  00 

11,000  00 

.24,000  00 

12,500  00 

8.000  00 

Keith  County Court  House 

Lancaster  County Refunding 

Lincoln  County Jail 

Logan  County Court  House 

Otoe    County Refunding 

Platte  County Railroad 

5  18,000  00 

6  126,000  00 

5  1          lo.roo  00 

7  1                5,000  00 

6  1              65,000  00 

8  1              37,000  00 

Phelps  County Funding 

7                       35,000  00 

Red  Willow  County Refunding 

Saunders  County Railroad 

Seward  Couiity .,    Refunding 

Sherman  (  ountv Refunding 

5 

6 
6 
6 

4 

ll,Of)0  00 

21,000  00 

100,000  00 

49,500  00 

Sherman  County Funding 

Sherman  County Railroad 

40,400  00 
29,000  00 

United  States 

15,000  00 

ValU'V  County..        ..          Railroad 

2,000  00 

Valley  County Funding 

Webster  County 

York  County Railroad 

5                       13,000  00 
8                       47.500  00 
10          '              27,500  00 

York  County Refunding 

6          1               4,000  00 

Total 

$  1,558,467  35 
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CITY  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 


The  legislation  on  the  part  of  our  representatives 
which  has  placed  the  revenues  from  fines  and  licenses  in 
the  school  fund,  has  resulted  in  making  the  direct  tax 
for  school  purposes  upon  our  citizens  extremely  light. 
From  licenses  alone,  the  city  of  Omaha  derived  for  the 
year  1888,  $383,685.86. 

The  present  arrangement  under  which  our  school 
elections  are  controlled,  removes  the  schools  almost 
entirely  from  the  hands  of  politicians,  and  places  at  their 
disposal  sufficient  funds  to  meet  all  of  the  requirement  of 
properly  conducting  our  free  school  system  without  em- 
barrassment. The  result  has  been,  to  make  the  public 
schools  of  Omaha  rank  with  the  best  schools  in  the 
United  States. 

The  rapid  growth  of  our  city  has  taxed  to  some 
extent  the  abilities  of  our  school  board  to  provide  proper 
accommodations  for  [the  instruction  of  our  youth,  but 
ample  funds  have  been  at  their  disposal  to  provide  com- 
petent teachers  and  instructors. 

The  enumeration  of  the  Omaha  school  youth  for  the 
years : 

188.5 11,202 

1886 11,831 

1887 14,819 

1888 19,260 

There  are  now  in  use  15  brick  and  87  frames, 
and  in  course  of  construction  6  new  brick  build- 
ings. The  number  of  teachers  employed  at  the  end  of 
June  was  228,  which  will  probably  be  increased  to  240 
at  the  September  term.  The  present  value  of  school 
sites  as  estimated  is  $540,000,  exclusive  of  the  Omaha 
high  school  grounds  which  is  worth  not  far  from  a  half 
million  additional.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  buildings 
in  use  is  $420,000. 

The  following  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
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for  the  fiscal  years  ending  June  30th,  1885,  1886,  1887 
and  1888  in  comparative  form,  speaks  well  for  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  city  school  affairs. 


RECEIPTS. 

1888. 

1887. 

1886. 

1885. 

From  Taxes 

$35,111  57 
35,937  63 

383,685  86 
33,575  30 
18,359  23 

49,408  13 

19,579  44 

301,170  37 

19,330  95 

1,163  33 

54,879  65 

19,365  79 

154,548  85  ) 

13,393  10  f 

1,961  43 

60,963  79 

From  State  Apportionment ... 

19,179  02 

From  Fines. 

167,375  09 

From  Miscellaneous  Sources 

747  90 

Totals 

476,559  48 

290,651  31 
4,003  06 

343,948  83 
£0,403  29 

348,164  80 

Bale's  bro't  for'd  from  preceding  yrs.. 

14,794  69 

Gross  total 

394,654  27 
7,907  67 

364,351  11 

363,959  49 

Expenditure  in  excess  of  receipts,1887 

303,561  94 

EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  for  school  sites 

Paid  interest 

Paid  special  taxes 

Paid  secretary's  salary 

Paid  advertising 

Paid  miscellaneous  expenses 

Paid  expend' 8  per  tabulated  statement. 
Transferred  from  Gen.  to  sinking  funds 

Legal  services 

Balance  on  hand 

Balance  overdrawn  June  30, 1887 


Total. 


46,607 

10,569 

2,357 

2,085 

661 

2,309 

413,126 

8,989 

307 

28,443 

7,907 


476,559  48 


1887. 


34,000  00 

5,000  00 

4,403  03 

1,375  00 

737  81 

3.053  56 

341,907  93 

12,087  12 


303,561  94 


17,500  00 

15,000  00 

3,068  35 

1,500  00 

493  20 

1,885  51 

310,400  45 

11,425  54 

75  00 

4,003  06 


364,351  11 


1885. 


6,075  00 

30,000  00 

7,450  01 

1,291  63 

347  30 

908  65 

184,577  81 

20,943  80 

1,063  00 

20,403  39 


263,959  49 
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SITE  AND  BUILDING  FUND 


Proceeds  of  bonds  sold 

Paid  school  sites 

Paid  school  site  improvements. 

Paid  plans,  etc 

Paid  construction 


Balance,  July  9th,  1888. 


EXPENDIT- 
URES 


$31,809  00 

606  31 

1,025  00 

9,091  00 


$201,855  GO 


42,531  31 


S159.323  69 


SINKING  FUND 


EXPENDIT- 
URES 


Balance  July  Uth.  1887 

Bonds  redeemed 

Coupons  redeemed 

Taxes 

Transferred  from  general  fund. 


Sinking  fund  bonds 
Premium  paid 


$  7,403  40 

4,600  00 

666  00 

4,802  25 

8,989  50 


10,000  00 
150  00 


$26,461  00 
10,150  00 


Balance,  July  9th,  1888. 


$16,311  15 


SINKING  FUND,  BOND  ACCOUNT 


EXPENDIT- 
URES 


Balance,  July  9th,  1887  , 
Bonds  purchased 


Bonds  redeemed. 


$11,100  00 
10,000  00 


$21,100  00 
4,600  00 


Bonds  on  deposit  July  9th,  1888 $16,500  00 


In  addition  to  our  excellent  public  school  system 
Omaha  lays  claim  to  a  number  of  the  best  equipped  and 
most  important  private  educational  institutions  in  the 
West.  The  most  important  of  these  are  Brown  ell  Hall, 
a  seminary  for  girls,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  diocese  of  Nebraska;  Creighton  College,  a 
Catholic  institution,  furnishes  a  full  collegiate  and  scien- 
tific course  for  boys  and  young  men,  with  ample  grounds, 
handsome  buildings,  labratories  and  observatory,  which 
fully  equips  it  for  the  work  intended ;  the  Academy  of 
the  Sacred  Heart,  a  Catholic  institution  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  ladies  of  that  order,  furnishes  an  admirable 
course  of  instruction.  A  more  complete  schedule  of  the 
schools  of  the  city,  showing  the  number  of  teachers  and 
scholars  is  herewith  appended  : 
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NAME 

Public  schools , 

Creighton  College 

St.  Philomena's  Academy 

St.  Catherine's  Academy 

St.  Wenceslaws,  parochial  school 

St.  Patrick,  parochial  school , 

Academy  of  the  Sacred  Heart 

St.  Mary  Magdalene,  parochial  school 

Holy  Family,  parochial  school 

St.  Peter,  parochial  school 

St.  Stanislas,  parochial  school 

St,  Joseph,  parochial  school 

St.  Bridget,  parochial  school 

St.  Mary's  Orphan  Asylum,  parochial  school  (orphans) 

Omaha  City  Mission  school 

Episcopal  Church  school 

German  Lutheran  school 

German-American  school 

Omaha  Kindergarten 

Brownell  Hall 

Omaha  Commercial  College 

Omaha  Business  College 

State  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institute 

Total 


228 

19,260 

9 

176 

4 

230 

7 

85 

2 

97 

3 

152 

14 

87 

2 

97 

5 

235 

3 

158 

2 

88 

3 

147 

2 

71 

3 

56 

2 

170 

2 

65 

2 

125 

4 

90 

4 

25 

22 

130 

7 

225 

5 

200 

12 

121 

347 


22.090 


OMAHA  PUBLIC  LIBRARY- 


Few  people  of  our  commonwealth  thoroughly  appre- 
ciate the  importance,  and  benefits  derived  from  our 
Omaha  Public  Library.  Neither  do  they  understand 
how  extensive  it  is  becoming  in  all  departments  and  how 
thoroughly  it  is  appreciated  by  its  large  list  of  members. 
From  the  eleventh  annual  report  it  is  ascertained  that 
the  first  stockholders'  meeting  was  held  December  30th, 
1871,  and  on  the  following  3d  of  January  an  election  of 
officers  was  held.  The  first  catalogue  of  books  issued  in 
1872  showed  2,285  volumes  in  the  library,  a  large  portion 
of  which  were  received  by  a  donation  from  the  Hon.  J. 
M.  Pattee.  In  February,  1877,  an  act  was  adopted  by  the 
legislature  authorizing  incorporated  towns  and  cities  to 
establish  and  maintain  public  libraries  and  reading- 
rooms,  and  on  August  4th  of  that  year  a  transfer  of  the 
books  and  property  of  the  association  was  made  to  the 
Omaha  Public  Library  Board,  appointed  by  the  Mayor 
under  approval  of  the  City  Council,  since  which  time 
the  city  has  bourne  the  expense  by  direct  tax  upon  its 
property-holders,  and  for  the  past    five  years  }  of  one 
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mill  on  all  available  taxable  property  has  been  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  the  support  of  the  library.  At 
present  it  is  located  in  the  third  story  of  the  Paxton 
Building,  at  the  corner  of  16th  and  Farnam  sts.,  in  the 
immediate  heart  of  the  city,  in  sufficiently  commodious 
quarters  to  meet  the  requirements  of  its  patrons  until 
such  time  as  the  completion  of  the  city  hall  will  provide 
permanent  quarters.  The  present  number  of  entries  in 
the  accession  catalogue  is  19,177 ;  2,327  volumes  having 
been  added  during  the  preceeding  year.  The  total  num- 
ber of  book  borrowers'  cards  issued  from  February,  1878, 
to  June  1st,  1888,  is  14,411 ;  the  number  of  registrations 
made  during  the  year  were  2,293.  In  the  reading-rooms 
are  to  be  found  sixteen  daily  papers  from  all  parts  of  the 
United  States,  forty -five  weeklies,  one  fortnightly,  thirty- 
four  monthly  magazines,  two  bi-monthly  and  three 
quarterly  magazines.  The  following  tables  are  but 
another  indication  of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  our 
city,  and  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  liberal  policy 
observed  in  all  branches  of  our  government  has  devel- 
oped to  the  best  advantage,  and  with  most  excellent 
results : 
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OMAHA  FROM  AN  AGRICULTURAL 
STANDPOINT. 


Omaha,  Yet  in  Its  Infancy,  the  Greatest  Growing 
City  on  the  Continent,  Backed  by  the  Richest 
Agricultural  and  Mineral  District  of  the  U.  S. 

The  great  and  increasing  resources  of  Omaha  are 
overlooked  by  many  in  their  haste  to  pass  a  wise 
opinion  on  the  future  of  the  "Gate  City."  We  have 
all  read  of  the  business  statistics  of  Omaha  and 
South  Omaha;  we  are  familiar  with  its  history  of 
marvelous  growth  in  business  and  building,  of  its 
rapidly  spreading  additions  over  hundreds  of  acres. 
And  yet  many  are  puzzling  themselves  with  the  inquiry: 
What  is  there  to  warrant  this  growth?  What  is  there  to 
make  Omaha  a  city  of  200,000  ?  In  answer  to  this  we 
ask  what  influence  can  be  brought  to  bear  to  keep  Omaha 
from  being  a  city  of  500,000  within  the  next  decade  ? 
Omaha  has  never  had  a  boom;  its  present  growth  and 
business  prosperity  are  not  the  result  of  a  boom, 
but  of  the  actual  developement  of  its  resources.  Look 
at  the  great  agricultural  State  of  Nebraska  with  its 
47,077,359  acres,  having  a  less  per  cent  of  waste  land 
than  any  state  in  the  Union,  and  a  greater  per  cent,  of  land 
susceptible  of  the  highest  degree  of  cultivation.  The  State 
of  Nebraska  is  not  yet  to  one-tenth  of  its  producing  capac- 
ity. There  is  7,459,708  acres  reported  under  cultivation 
in  the  various  crops,  which  includes  the  thousands  of 
acres  of  wild  land  from  which  hay  is  cut.  A  very  small 
per  cent,  of  the  improved  lands  of  Nebraska  have  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  yet  its  natural 
and  increasing  fertility  is  the  wonder  and  admiration  of 
the  world.  The  total  valuation  of  the  crop  product  of 
the  state  for  the  year  l&SS  is  estimated  at  $41,589,520, 
which  is  assessor's  home  valuation.  The  best  agricultural 
information  obtainable  shows  the  corn  pi:oduction  of  the 
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State  for  1887  to  be  123,213,933  bushels;  oats,  35,652,559 
bushels;  hay,  1,392,000  tons,  which  placed  in  comparison 
to  the  yield  since  Nebraska  has  been  a  state  in  periods  of 
five  years  each  shows  a  doubling  of  the  production  each 
period  of  five  years.  This  will  approximately  hold  good 
in  all  agricultural  products  reported.  The  stock  produc- 
tion, which  is  the  main  agricultural  industry  of  the  state, 
shows  a  proportionately  greater  development  during  this 
period.  In  the  1887  report  we  find  Nebraska  with  431,633 
horses,  1,332,459  cattle  and  1,199,323  hogs,  compared 
with  30,511  horses  and  34,831  cattle  in  1870. 

The  population  of  Nebraska  in  1860  was  28,841  and 
in  July,  1887,  was  estimated  to  be  about  1,150,000,  which 
corresponds  with  the  agricultural  development  of  the 
State.  Why  should  not  the  city  of  Omaha,  the  great 
metropolis  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  be  influenced  by  this 
agricultural  development  ?  When  w^e  look  around  and 
see  other  rich  and  productive  agricultural  countries 
contributary  to  Omaha,  when  we  view  the  richness  of 
the  undeveloped  mineral  country  that  borders  our  state 
on  the  west,  when  we  contemplate  its  inexhaustable 
mines  of  coal,  iron,  copper,  tin,  lead,  silver  and  gold  and 
its  reservoirs  of  oil  and  gas,  does  it  seem  a  mystery  why 
Omaha  is  doubling  its  population  every  five  years  ? 

The  development  of  agriculture  in  Nebraska  since  its 
organization  has  no  parallel  in  the  history  of  states. 
Agricultural  associations  follow  quickly  the  organiza- 
tion of  counties.  The  fostering  influence  of  those 
associations  on  general  agriculture  is  apparent  on  all 
sides.  While  nature  has  done  much  for  western  agri- 
culture by  giving  a  smooth,  unbroken  surface  and  fertile 
soil,  the  progress  of  development,  to  some  extent,  has 
been  retarded  by  the  thousands  of  inexperienced  persons 
who  have  embarked  in  agricultural  pursuits;  each  year, 
however,  is  bringing  to  our  state  a  greater  number  of 
practical  farmers — men  of  capital,  energy  and  enterprise. 
No  state  can  boast  of  more  thorough  and  systematic  or- 
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ganization.  The  State  Board  of  Agriculture  at  the 
head,  with  the  Horticultural  Association,  Dairy  mans' 
Association,  Wool-growers'  Association,  State  Fish  Com- 
mission, Stock  Breeders'  Associations  of  the  various 
kinds,  hold  their  annual  and  semi-annual  conventions  at 
the  State  capital.  These,  as  well  as  county  associations, 
are  controlled  and  managed  by  representative  men,  men 
of  experience,  who  bring  with  them  not  the  narrow,  rou- 
tine methods  and  customs  of  some  old  eastern  neighbor- 
hood, but  the  combined  intelligence  gathered  from  all 
over  the  agricultural  districts  of  the  United  States. 
Nebraska  is  admirably  adapted  to  all  branches  of  agri- 
culture. No  state  can  boast  of  more  diversified  and  suc- 
cessful agricultural  interests.  While  corn  is  now  being 
successfully  grown  in  every  county,  the  eastern  portion  of 
the  State  is  acknowledged  the  great  cornfield  of  the  Mis- 
souri valley.  The  north  and  western  portions  of  the 
state  are  more  in  the  hands  of  the  stock  interests,  and 
presents  one  of  the  most  successful  stock  countries  to  be 
found  anywhere.  The  facilities  and  advantages  for  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  stock  business  in  its  varied 
branches  is  deserving  of  the  special  consideration  of  all 
farmers  and  stock  men  who  contemplate  locating  in  the 
west. 

CLIMATE. 

We  shall  first  observe  the  superior  climatic  advan- 
tages that  this  State  possesses,  both  for  man  and  beast, 
over  other  sections  of  the  country.  The  air  is  dry  and 
pure,  free  from  miasmatic  and  malarial  poisons  so  com- 
mon in  the  richer  prairie  countries  of  the  west. 

RAIN-FALL. 

In  the  Northern  and  Western  portions  of  the  State  we 
have  no  rain-fall  during  the  late  fall  and  winter  seasons, 
and  but  very  little  in  the  Southern  and  Eastern  parts, 
consequently  no  damp  or  chilly  weather,  which  may  in 
part  account  for  the  usually  light  fall  of  snow,  being 
much  less  than  south  of  us  or  in  the  same  latitude  east 
of  us.    The  rain-fall  commences  usually  about  the  middle 
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of  March,  and  we  have  an  abundance  of  rain  through 
the  spring  and  summer  months,  except  in  the  extreme 
Western  portion  of  the  State.  The  rain  while  answering 
all  demands  for  grass  and  stock  purposes,  has  not  been 
sufficient  to  mature  all  crops.  This  is  no  longer  a  matter 
of  much  anxiety,  however,  as  that  problem  has  long  since 
been  solved.  The  rain-fall  is  yearly  increasing  as  the 
lands  become  settled  up  and  are  put  into  cultivation. 
The  rain-fall  accommodates  the  necessities,  seemingly, 
and  the  extreme  rain  limit  of  ten  years  ago  is  to-day  one 
of  the  vast  fields  of  Agricultural  production. 

THE  SAND  HILLS. 

So  it  is  with  the  sandy  plains  and  sandy  hills  of  West- 
ern Nebraska.  The  once  barren  country  known  as  the 
"American  Desert "  is  to-day  all  susceptible  of  being  util- 
ized ;  the  valleys  and  plains  are  the  farms  and  hay  lands, 
and  the  sand  hill  is  the  finest  of  grazing  lands.  The 
change  which  is  taking  place  in  the  surface  soil  all  over 
the'se  sandy  districts  is  a  matter  of  much  interest,  and  has 
not  escaped  the  observation  of  the  common  farmer  as  his 
plow  land  becomes  darker  in  color  each  year  and  more 
productive.  The  heavy  sand  properties  of  the  soil  are 
mouldering,  slacking,  passing  away,  changing  to  loam, 
until  millions  of  acres  of  this  Great  American  Desert 
would  remind  one  of  the  richest  bottom  soil  of  the  Ohio 
River  Valley,  so  famous  in  the  East  for  its  corn  produc- 
tion. 

SOIL. 

There  are  two  distinct  kinds  of  soil  in  Nebraska,  clay 
loam  and  sandy  loam,  and  of  these  there  are  many  varie- 
ties, and  as  the  two  distinctive  classes  are  strong  rivals  in 
productiveness  we  will  give  no  preference.  The  natural 
rare  qualities  and  richness  of  Nebraska  soil  has  drawn 
out  the  comments  of  leading  Agricultural  journals  and 
writers  for  years,  and  we  shall  refer  to  them  merely,  with- 
out any  original  statements  of  our  own : '  "  The  American 
Agriculturalist,"  "The  National  Stockman  and  Farmer," 
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"Rural  New  Yorker,"  and   many  others  of  merit  and 
reputation. 

PRODUCTIONS. 

There  seems  to  be  hardly  a  limit  to  the  wide  range  of 
grains,  grasses  and  vegetables  produced  here.  Corn, 
wheat,  rye,  barle}^  oats,  buckwheat,  sorghum,  flax,  broom- 
corn,  millet^  hungarian,  tobacco,  peas,  beans,  potatoes, 
onions,  turnips,  melons,  pumpkins,  and  all  the  long  list 
of  vegetables  are  produced  in  size  and  quantity  that  have 
been  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  grain  and  veg- 
etable exhibitions  of  the  world.  Fruits  have  proven  a 
perfect  success  wherever  tried  in  the  State.  Nebraska 
stepped  to  the  front  with  her  Horticultural  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial  Exhibition  of  1876,  and  has  maintained 
her  position  in  the  front  ranks  by  the  energy  and  enter- 
prise of  her  State  Horticultural  Association. 

WATER  RESOURCES. 

Her  water  resources  are  excellent.  No  section  of  the 
West  is  better  supplied  with  streams,  large  and  small. 
By  reference  to  the  map  you  will  observe  that  the  general 
course  of  the  streams  are  to  the  southeast.  The  natural 
slope  of  the  country  towards  the  Missouri  River  for  400 
miles  in  this  State  is  eight  feet  to  the  mile,  which  gives 
the  most  perfect  system  of  natural  drainage  to  be  found 
in  any  prairie  country;  swamps,  morasses  and  stagnant 
water  are  literally  unknown.  Living  springs  are  to  be 
found  all  over  the  State,  and  especially  in  the  North  Platte 
country  are  they  numerous.  These  little  spring  streams 
that  may  be  seen  coursing  their  way  through  the  almost 
level  prairies  to  join  others  in  the  more  defined  valleys 
make  up  the  surface  water  for  stock.  Wells  of  excellent 
water  may  be  found  at  every  farm  house. 

THE  GRASSES. 

The  great  variety  of  native  grasses  which  make  up  the 
grazing  for  stock  are  unexcelled  in  nutritive  properties : 
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not  even  have  they  been  surpassed  in  results  by  the 
clover  and  timothy  pastures  of  the  East,  or  the  "far- 
famed  Blue  Grass  regions  of  Kentucky."  The  flesh  pro- 
ducing properties  of  these  prairie  grasses,  as  they  are 
found  on  the  open  plains  of  Nebraska,  can  only  be  esti- 
mated by  those  who  have  realized  their  value  from  prac- 
tical test.  Ijarge  crops  of  hay  are  now  cut  from  the 
uplan  Is,  as  well  as  the  valley  and  bottom  lands.  Thous- 
ands of  horses  and  cattle  pass  the  entire  year  rarely  tast- 
ing other  food  than  these  wild  grasses  and  hay  made  from 
them. 

RESULTS  OF  A  PRACTICAL  CATTLE  FEEDER. 

We  will  give  one  example  as  an  illustration  of  what 
can  be  done  in  this  stock  country  by  a  practical  siock 
man.  Mr.  M.  Owens,  a  handler  of  cattle,  located  at 
Creighton,  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  State,  brought  in 
from  his  range,  October,  1886,  265  steers,  two  and  three 
years  old  past,  placed  them  in  his  feed  yards  on  corn  and 
wild  hay.  In  April  following  100  were  selected  for  the 
market,  taking  the  heaviest  and  lightest  of  the  herd. 
The  extreme  weights  were  2,185  and  1,550  pounds,  the 
remaining  165  were  marketed  in  June  following  and 
averaged  1,700  pounds.  These  were  not  a  selected  or  top 
lot  of  cattle,  but  were  taken  from  a  herd  of  600  steers 
that  were  bought  up  promiscuously  over  the  countr^^  and 
in  breeding  were  fair  samples  of  the  common  Nebraska 
cattle,  showing  in  many  instances  strong  crosses  of  Here- 
ford and  Short-horn  blood.  Many  similar  illustrations 
can  be  cited.  The  tame  grasses,  especially  timothy,  red 
top,  blue  grass  and  white  clover,  are  giving  satisfactory 
results  wherever  tested.  All  varieties  of  clover  are  pro- 
nounced a  success  where  sown  on  cultivated  lands. 

SUCCESS  IS  ASSURED. 

The  main  backing  for  a  stock  country  is  its  natural 
adaptation    to  successful   agriculture,  as   the  two  must 
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eventually  combine  where  the  advancement  of  land  is  a 
feature  in  the  settling  up  of  the  country. 

The  fact  that  Nebraska  is  in  the  geographical  centre  of 
the  United  States,  a  circumstance  though  scarcely  realized 
at  present,  is  destined  when  the  Missouri  Valley,  with  its 
teeming  millions,  is  brought  to  its  producing  capacity,  to 
be  a  power  that  will  be  recognized  all  over  this  great 
republic  and  the  "Gate  City"  shall  then  be  conceded  the 
Central  Metropolis  of  the  Union. 
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CHURCH    DIRECTORY  OF  OMAHA. 


BAPTIST. 

Beth  Eden,  821  S.  39th  St Rev.  H.  L.  House,  Pa-tor. 

Calvary  Baptist,  921  N.  34th  St Rev.  A.  W.  Clark,  Pastor. 

First  Baptist,  1433  Davenport  St Rev.  A.  W.  Lamar,  Pastor. 

North  Omaha  Misfion,  2409  N.  24th  St Rev.  P.  W.  Foster,  Pastor. 

Swedish  Baptist,  618  N.  18th  St Rev.  Are  Larander,  Pastor, 

Tenth  St.  Baptist  Mission,  10th  St Rev.  F.  A.  Genius,  Pastor. 

Zion  Baptist  (colored),  913  N.  17th  St Rev.  Geo.  W.  Woodbey,  Pastor. 

CATHOLIC. 

Church  of  the  Holy  Family,  913  N.  18th  St St.  Rev.  R.  A.  Shaffel,  Pastor. 

Creighton  College  Chapel,  ;2402  California  St 

St.  John's  CoUeig-ate  (attached  to  Creighton  College^ 

St.  Joseph's,  1389S.  I'.thSt ; St.  Rev.  G.J.  Glauber,  Pastor. 

St.  Mary's  Magdelene  (German),  1614  Douglas  St Rev.  G.  J.  Glauber,  Pastor. 

St.  Patrick's,  1424  CastellarSt Rev.  Jno.  Jennette,  Pastor. 

St.  Peter's,  3724  Leavenworth  St Rev.  P.  J.  Boyle,  Pastor. 

St.  Philomena's  Cathedral,  404  S.  9th  St Rev.  F.  McCarthy,  Pastor. 

St.  Wen^eslau's  (Bohemian  Catholic),  1434  S.14th  St...  .Rev.  Wm.Shoka,  Pastor, 

CHRISTIAN. 
First  Chrifetian,  1923  Capitol  Ave  


Walnut  Hill  Christian,  cor.  Nicholas  and  Dale  Sts Rev.  J.  K.  Reid,  Pastor. 

CONGREGATIONAL. 

Bethlehem  Chapel,  S.  I6th  and  Hickory  Sts  Rev.  M.  J.  P.  Thing,  Pastor. 

Cherry  Hill  Congregational  (Central  Park) Rev.  J.  A.  Milligan,  Pastor. 

First  Congregational,  182t  Davenport  St Rev.  A.  F.  Sherrill,  Pastor. 

First  German  Free  Evangelical,  1803  S.  12th  St 

Rev.  F.  H.  W.  Bruechert,  Pastor. 

Hill  Side  Congregational,  N.  13th  and  Ohio  Sts Rev.  H.  C  Crane,  Pastor. 

Plymouth  Congregational,  Kountze  Place,  19th  and  Spruce  Sts 

Rev.  Alfred  B.  Penniman,  Pastor. 

Park  Place  Congregational,  3029  California  St Rev.  M.  L.  Holt,  Pastor. 

Saratoga  Congregational,  Ames  Ave.  and  N.  25th  St 

^ Rev.  J.  A.  Milligan.  Pastor. 

St.  Mary's  Ave.  Congregational,  2615  St.  Mary's  Ave 

Rev.  Willard  Scott.  Pastor. 

Gaylord  Memorial,  Windsor  Place Rev.  Willard  Scott,  Pastor. 

EPISCOPAL. 

All  Saints,  502  S.  26th  St Rev.  Louis  Zahner,  Pastor. 

St.  Barnabas,  519  N  i6th  St Rev.  Jno.  Williams,  Rector. 

St.  Johfi's  Episcopal,  N.  26th  and  Franklin  Sts — Rev.  Wm.  O.  Pearson,  Rector. 

St.  Paul's  Mission,  N.  32nd  and  Cass  Sts. . . .     Rev.  J.  WilliamP,  in  charge. 

St.  Phillips'  Colored  Mission,  813  N.  19th  St  .........  Rev.  J.  Williams,  in  charge. 

Trinity  Cathedral,  133  N.  18th  St 

Rev.  Geo.  T.  Worthington,  S.  T.  D.  L.  L.  D.,  Bishop. 

EVANGELICAL. 

Evangelical  Association,  2602  Marcey  St Rev.  W.  F.  Schwerin,  Pastor. 

Sweedish  Evangelical  Mission,  2222  Davenport  St 

Rev.  Jno.  A.  Hultman,  Pastor. 

Danish  Lutheran,  815  S.  22nd  St Rev.  R.  C.  Bodhold,  Pastor. 
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EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN. 

Danish  Lutheran,  1323  N.  25th  St 

Danish  and  Norwegian  Lutheran,  1014  N.  26th  St 


Rev.  P.  A.  Henderson.  Pastor. 

German  Lutheran.  1005  S.  20th  St Rev.  E.  J.  Freese,  Pastor. 

Kountze  Memorial  Evangelical  Lutheran,  1523  Harney  St 

Rev,  J.  S.  Detweiler,  Pastor. 

St.  Mark's  Evangelical  Lutheran,  N.  2l8t  and  Burdette  Sts 

Rev.  G.  H.  Schnur,  Pastor. 

St.  Matthew's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Mission,  1531  S.  13th  St 

Rev.  J.  S.  Detweiler,  Pastor  in  charge. 

Swedish  Lutheran  Emanuel,  1824  Cass  St Rev.  E.  A.  Foglestrom,  Pastor. 

Swedish  Mission  Church,  2232  Davenport  St Rev.  C.  A.  Hultman,  Pastor. 

Jewish  Chevera  B'Nai  Israel  (Jewish  Synagogue),  1412  Leavenworth  St., 

Max  Talmud,  President. 

Congregation  of  Israel,  2224  Harney  St Rev.  N,  I.  Benson,  Rabbi. 

Congregation  Bene  Israel,  111  N.  10th  St St.  Moses  Harowitz,  President. 

LATTER  DAY  SAINTS. 

Saints'  Chapel,  1418  N.  2l8t  St Eider  Wm.  Ballinger,  Pastor. 

METHODIST. 

African  M.  E  ,  623  N.  18th  St Rev.  P.  A.  Hubbard,  Pastor. 

Castellar  M.  E.,  19th  and  Castellar  Sts Rev.  W.  F.  Lowe,  Pastor. 

Creighton  Avenue  M.  E.,  Corner  Ed.  Creighton  Avenue  and  S.  27th  St., 

Rev.  J .  M.  Chambers,  Pastor. 

Danish  and  Norwegian  M.  E.,  1121  N.  24th  St.,  IK.  of  P.  hall) 

Rev.  H.  Danielson,  Pastor. 

First  M.  E.,  1909  Davenport  St Rev.  T.  M.  House,  Pastor. 

First  German  M.  E.,  11th  and  S.  Center  Sts Rev.  C  G.  Becker,  Pastor. 

Free  Methodist,  1439  S.  11th  St  !  Rev.  F.  H.  Smith,  Pastor. 

German  M.  E.  Church,  2910  Davenport  St 

Hanscom  Park  M.  E.,  2824  Woolworth  Avenue Rev.  G.  M.  Brown,  Pastor. 

Seward  M.  E.,  2124  Seward  St Rev.  Charles  W.  Savidge,  Pastor. 

South  Tenth  Street  M.  E.,  1202  S.  10th  St Rev.  T.  C.  Clendenning,  Pastor. 

Swedish  M.  E.,  513  N.  18th  St Rev.  Olan  Swanson,  Pastor. 

Trinity  M.  E Rev.  Alfred  H.  Henry,  Pastor. 

Walnut  Hill  M.  E.,  Cor.  Cuming  St.  and  Belt  Ry Rev.  C.  H.  Savidge,  Pastor. 

Welsh  Calvanistic  M.  E.,  1918  Cuming  St Rev.  W.  R.  Williams,  Pastor. 

PRESBYTERIAN. 

Ambler  Place  Presbyterian,  Ambler  Place  Add Rev.  G.  M.  Lodge,  Pastor. 

Castellar  Presbyterian,  2004  S.  16th  St .^Rev.  J.  M.  Wilson,  Pasto»-. 

Central  United  Presbyterian,  113  N.  17th  St Rev.  Jonn  Williamson,  Pastor. 

First  Presbyterian,  1704  Dodge  St Rev.  W.  J.  Harsha,  Pastor. 

First  United  Presbyterian,  612  N.  18th  St. . ." Rev.  E  B.  Graham,  Pastor. 

First  German  Presbyterian,  813  N.  ISth  St Rev.  J.  G.  Shaible,  Pastor. 

Hamilton  Street  Presbyterian,  Hamilton  near  Lowe  Avenue 

Rev.  W.  J.  Palm,  Pastor. 

North  Presbyterian,  1105  N.  24th  St. Rev.  W.  R.  Henderson,  Pastor. 

Lake  St.  Presbyterian,  1910  Lake  St 

Park  Avenue  United  Presbyterian,  601  S.29th  St.  .Kev.  J.  A.  Henderson,  Pastor. 

Southwest  Presbyterian,  802  S.  20th  St Rev.  D.  R.  Kerr,  Pastor. 

Swedish  Mission  Church,  N.  33rd  and  Davenport  Sts 

Rev.  J.  A.  Hultman,  Pastor. 

United  Presbyterian  Mission,  506  N.  28th  St Rev.  John  Williamson,  Pastor. 

Welsh  Presbyterian,  955  N.  28th  St 


Westminster  Presbyterian,  1002  S.  29th  Ave Rev.  John  Gordon,  Pastor. 

UNITARIAN . 

Unity,  323  N.  17th  St Rev.  W.  E.  Copeland,  Pastor. 
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LIST    OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  OMAHA  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


Name.  Style  of  Firm.  Business.  Location. 

Ames,  Geo.  C Ames  R.  E.  Agency Real  Estate 1507  Farnam  St. 

Anderson,  L,  M County  Commissioner 1919  Burt  St. 

Barkalow,  Sidney  D Barkalow  Bros Railroad  News  Agent 81.3  S.  10th  St. 

Bailey,  Francis  E Bailey  &  Olson Contractors  &  Brick  Mfs..l504  N.  19th  St. 

Bangs,  Stephen  D Attorney 2322  Farnam  St. 

Barker,  Geo.  E Pres  Bank  of  Commerce... 

Barker,  Joseph ...Capitalist Bank  of  Commerce, 

Baumer,  John Jeweler 1314  Farnam  St. 

Ballou,  E.  G Ballon  Bros Real    Estate Continental  Block. 

Bedford,  JeflF.  W Coal 221  S.  14th  St. 

Behm,  tohn  F Real  Estate  and  Contro'r..l915  Leavenworth  St. 

Bingham,  Wm.  W R,  Bingham  &  Son Commission 319  S.  13th  St. 

Borthwick,  Fred  J Coal 213  S.  14th  St. 

Beyer,  Peter P.  Boyer  &  Co Safes 1018  Farnam  S'. 

Boyd,  James  E Packer  and  Capitalist 1216  Harney  St. 

Boyd,  John  F Supt.  Omaha  Stock  Y'ds... South  Omaha. 

Bradford,  Louis Lumber Corner  10th  and  Douglas. 

Brady,  John  S McCord,  Brady  &  Co Wholesale  Grocers 719-723  S.  13th  St. 

Broatch.  Wm.  J Heavy  Hardware 1209  Harney  St. 

Brown,  Chas.  H Lawyer Continental  Block. 

Brown,  Jas.  J Capitalist Omaha  Loan  and  T'st  Co.. 13th  and  Douglas  Sts. 

Brunner,  Thos.  C Morse  &  Brunner Real  Estate 16i'5  Farnam  St. 

Bruce,  E.  E Blake.  Bruce  &  Co Wholesale  Drugs 906  Leavenworth. 

Burns,  J.  J U.  P.  Railway Supply  Agent 

Cady,  Henry  T Chicago,  Lumber  Co 814  S.  14th  St. 

Cahn,  Martin Cahn  &  WooUey Real  Estate  and  Loans 1322  Farnam  St. 

Canfield.  Geo Canfield  House Proprietor 9th  and  Farnam. 

Chase,  Champion  S : Lawyer 115  S.  16th  St. 

Chase,  Clement Pub.  Omaha  Excelsior 113  S.  16th  St. 

aark,  DyerO Coal 1412  Farnam. 

Qark,  Hugh  G Real  Estate Room  7  Board  of  Trade. 

Clarke,  August  W Grain  and  Banking Papillion,  Neb. 

Clarke,  Henry  T Clarke  Drug  Co P't  Clarke  Dr'g  Co.Linc'n.Union  Trust  Co. 

Clarke,  John  T {  Cl'ub^  R^anch"co^'*  ^°' }  Treasurer Union  Trust  Co. 

Clarke.  Wm.  E Clarke  Bros.  &Co.... Wholesale  Tea  and  Spices.1414-1416  Harney  St. 

Colpetzer,  Frank Chicago  Lumber  Co Lumber 814  S.  14th  St. 

Cooper,  Francis  G |  ^^a^coS?cV"*^  ^^^~  \  Treasurer  and  Supt 2d  and  Dorcas  Sts. 

Council,  W.  J .".!'.'.'.'."!".".".. ..Attorney 313  S.  14th  St. 

Conrad,  Jas.  H Neal  &  Conrad Flour  and  Feed 1413  Dodge  St. 

Cotner,  Samuel V.  Prs.  Neb.  Saving  Bnk..l601  Farnam  St. 

Cowin,  John  C ". Attorney R.  8  Ware  Block. 

Cowing,  Philo U.  P.  Headquarters. 

Creigh,  T.  A O.  F.Davis  Co Loans  and  Insurance 1505  Farnam  St. 

Creighton,  John  A V.  P.  First  National  Bnk..Capitalist 1102  Farnam  St. 

Cudahy,  Edward  A |  ^p^ng  Oo^''^^^''  }  Manager South  Omaha. 

Cummings,  Wm CummingS  &  Neilson Wh'sale  Paints  and  Glass.1118  Farnam  St. 

Cunningham,  Dennis Contractor R.  6,  Arlington  Blook. 

Davis,  Edwin Livery 1416  Davenport  St. 

Davis,  Oscar  F Estate  ot 1505  Farnam  St. 

Dietz,  Chas.  N... St.  P.  Lumber  Yard Proprietor 601  N.  1.3th  St. 

Dixon,  E.W Bohm  Manufacturing  Co 1349  N.  16th  St. 

Drexel,  Frederick Drexel  &  Foil Cut  Stone  Contractors S.  Sixth  and  Jones. 

Driscoll,  Chas.  F Architect 1424  Dodge  St. 

Dufrene,  Alfred  R Architect 1613  Douglas  St. 

Dunbar.  D.  C D.  C.  Dunbar  &  Co Publishers U.  S.  National  Bank  Bdg. 

Erck,  John  H Hardware,  Stoves,  Tin 615  N.  16th  St. 

Erickson,  Chris  L Jewelry,  etc 210  N.  16th,  Masonic  Bldg. 

Evans,  John Seeds 1406  Dodge  St. 

Evans,  John  B J,  B.  Evans  &  Co Real  Estate  and  Loans 1510  Dodge  St. 

Ev^ns,  John  H City  Steam  Laundry Proprietor 209-211  S.  11th. 

Falconer,  NB Dry  Gooods 1505-1507  Douglas  St. 

Festner,  Frederick  C Nebraska  Tribune Publisher 1307  Howard  St. 

Field  .John Shaw  &  Field Contractors 

Fitzpatrick,  Dennis Gas  Fitter  and  Plumber...  1123  Howard  St. 

Flack,  John  F Flack  &  Homan Real   Estate Frenzer  Block. 

Fleming,  Wm Wm.  Fleming  &  Co Grocers Sw.  Cor.  14th  *   Douglas. 

Fitchett,  Geo.  H CotnerA  Fitchett Real  Estate 1501  Howard  St. 

Fried,  riarl  A Estate  of. 

Fried.  Wm Nye,  Colson  Co Lumber  and  Grain Fremont,  Neb. 

French,  Egbert  E Real  Estate Continental  Block. 

Fowler,  Robert  D Fowler  Bros Packers Chicago. 

(137) 


Xdni''.  Style  of  Firm.  Business.  Location. 

Fuller,  John  A J,  A.  Fuller  &  Co Drugs  and  Paints N\v.  (.  or.  14th  and  Douglas 

F'Hray,  John  B Board  of  Public  VVks Res.  2305  Seward  St. 

Gallagher,  B Paxton  &  Gallagher Wholesale  Grocers 705-711  S.  10th  St. 

Garneau,  jas,  W Garneau  Cracker  Co Secretary 1202-1206  Jackson  St. 

Garneau,  Jos.  Jr Garneau  Cracker  Co Vice-Presideut 1202-120G  Jackson  St. 

Gibbon,  W.  A.  L Cash'rS.  Omaha  Sav.  Bnk..South  Omaha. 

Gibson,  Henry Gibson,  Miller  &  Richs'n..Printers  and  Stationers 1213-1215  Harney  St. 

Gibson,  J.  S Real  Estate  and  Loans. 

Gibson.  Thomas Capitalist Los  Gatos,  Cal. 

Goldsmith,  Charles Goldsmith  Bros Cloihing 1119  Farnam. 

Goldsmith,  Joseph Goldsmith  Bros Clothing 1119  Farnam. 

Goodman,  Chas  F Wh'sale  and  Retail  Drugs.ll  10  Farnam. 

Goodman,  Oscar  P.: Clerk 1110  Farnam. 

Goos,  Peter .....Goos  Hotel Proprietor Se.  Cor.  15th  &  Jackson. 

Grant,  John Flag  &  Stone  Pavement. .. .Ramge  bldg  loth  &  Harney 

Gray,  Fred  W Wholesale  Lumber,  etc....Sw.  Cor.  9th  &  Douglas. 

Haines,  Jas.  A Capitalist 

Harris,  Robert  A Harris  &  Fisher Packers 1517  Dodge. 

Harris,  J.  P ...Harris  R.  E.  and  L.  Co Real  Fstate  and  Loans 1st  National  Bank  Bldg. 

Hartman.  Chris Real  Estate Sheeley  Block. 

Harvey,  Chas  A Harvey  Lumber  Co Ramge  Building. 

Havens,  Chas.  B C.  B.  Havens  &  Co Coal Nw.  Cor.  15th  &  Farnam. 

Heimrod,  Geo Capitalist  

Heimrod,  Lewis Heimrod  &  Co Grocers 606  S.  13th. 

Hellman,  Meyer M.  Hellman  &  Co Clothing 13th  and  Farnam. 

Himebaugh  P.  C Himebaugh  &  Merriam....  ]  ^St  '  A'''''and^'«^B/'  \ 

Hitchcock,  Gilbert  M Omaha  Daily  World Proprietor 

Hopkins,  Alfred  P Com'rcial  Nat'l  Bank President 

Homan,  Wm.  R Flack  &  Homan Real  Estate Frenzer  Block. 

Horbach,  John  A Capitalist Creighton  Block. 

House,  Jacob  E Civil  Engineer 1st   National  Bank  Bldg. 

Howell.  Samuel  J... S.J.Howell  &  Son Insurance  and  Coal 217  S.  14th. 

Hunt,  Geo;  J Congd  on  ,Clarkson  &  Hunt  Attorneys 1st  National    Bank  Bldg. 

Hungate,  John  H Kimball  &  Hungate Ice  Dealers 213  S.  14th. 

Her,  Peter  E Willow  Springs  Dist.  Co. ..Proprietor 1112  Harney. 

Jameson,  David Real  Estate  and  Loans 314  S.  15th  »t. 

Johnson,  Isaac Grain  and  Commission R,  15  Board  of  Trade. 

Johnson,  J.  J J.  J.  Johnson  &  Co Coal 218  S.  13th. 

Joslyn,  Geo.  A W.  Newspaper  Union Proprietor 511  S.  12th. 

Kasper.  Frank  J Narodin  Listy Publisher 1424  S.  13th. 

Kimball,  Thos.  L U.  P.  Ry.  Co General  Manager. 

Kirkendall,  Freeman  P....Kirkendall,  Jones  &  Co.. ..Wholesale  Boots  &  Shoes...Nw.  Cor.  Harney  &  11th. 

Korty,  Louis  H U.  P.  Ry.  Co Superintendent  Tel 

Kosters,  Henrv  A Wall  Paper  &  Decorator...  109  S.  14th. 

Kountze,  Herinan First  National  Bank President Se.  Cor.  Farnam   &  13tn. 

Krug,  Fredericit Omaha  Brewery Proprietor 1007  Jackson. 

Kuony,  .John  H Capitalist 22nd  and  Maple  sts. 

Lantry,  Victor  G Capitalist Merchants'  N.  Bnk  Bldg. 

Lewis,  Osmar ; General  Merchandise Fontenelle,  Neb. 

Lindsay,  M.  S Central  Investment  Co Barker  Block. 

Lininger,  Goo.  W Lininger  &  Metcalf  Co Agricultural  Implements..Pacific  and  6th. 

Lobeck,  Chas.  O {^TennYr^d water's!:} 1108-1110  Harney. 

Lobeck,  Otto Marshall  &  Lobeck....'. Real  Estate R.  9,  Board  of  Trade. 

Markel,  J  E Pacific  Hotel  Co President 713  S.  9th. 

Marshall,  John  W Marshall  &  Lobeck Real  Estate U.  9,  Board  of  Trade. 

Martin,  Euclid Parlin,Orendorf  &  MartinAgricultural  Implements..901-909  Jones. 

Masson,  Geo.  W Commission South  Omaha. 

Mayne,  Clifton  E C.  E.  Mayne Real  Estate  &  Trust  Co... Nw.  15th  and  Harney. 

Meday,  H.  H Geo.  H.  Hammond  &  Co.. .Superintendent South  Omaha. 

McCague,  John  L McCague  Bros.  Bank President 107  S.  15th. 

McKenna,  Levi  F Physician R.  2,  Creighton  Block. 

McShane,  Jas.  H \^%^-^^^}l  ll^J^^\ 213  S.  14th  St. 

'  (    Exposition  A  ssoctn.  J  _, 

McShane,  John  A Union  Stock  Yards  Co President Ist  National  Bank  Bldg. 

McCaffrey,  Hugh Contractor 724  S.  30th. 

McWhorter,  S.  A McWhoner  &  Rollins Stock  Brockers 208  S.  13th. 

Melcher,  Fred  W Omaha  Panorama  Co Secretary 1420  Capitol  Avenue. 

Mendelssohn,  Louis  j  ^&  Srie.".!...*^!'!^!^}  ^^^«^^*^*' ^^''*''°  Building. 

Merriam,  Nathan Himebaugh  &  Merriam.. ..Union  Elevator  Co 811  S.  13th. 

Metz,  Chas Metz  Bros Brewers 604  Leavenworth. 

Meyer   Adolph Max  Meyer  &.  Bros Jewelers  &  Music  Dealers..l522-1524  Farnam. 

Mever,  Max Max  Meyer  &  Co ...Cigars  and  Notions 1522-1524  Farnam. 

Meyer,  Moritz Max  Meyer  &  Co Cigars  and  Notions 1522-1524  Farnam. 

Millard.  Joseph  H Omaha  National  Bank President 208-212  S.  13th. 

Miller,  .T.  Willard.. Grocer Lincoln,  Neb. 

Miller,  Thomas B.  AM  Rv General  Freight  Agent 

Morse,  Wm.  V W.  V.  Mo'rse  &  Co Wh'sale  Boots  &  Shoes Cor.  11th  and  Douglas. 

Murphv,  Hugh ,.. Contractor  Pub.  Works 1505  Farnam. 
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Nante.  Style  of  Firm.  Business.  Location. 

.N-a»h.W.ardW ]  "rJa^'^R^finLTlfelS'-^'^y  "^  Treasurer, 

Nason.Wm.  N Capitalist R.  19,  Board  of  Trade. 

Nattinger,  Geo.  M Omaha  Board  of  Trade Secretary 1601   Farnam. 

North,  Jas.  E Grain Columbus,  Neb. 

Nye,  Ray Nye,  Colson  Co Lumber  and  Grain Fremont,  Neb. 

O'Connor,  J.  J Attorney Continental  Block. 

Olson,  Ole Bailey  &  Olson Contractors  and  Builders..N.  22d  and  Burt  Sts. 

O'Niel,  tugene Capitalist 1745  S.  11th. 

Orchard,  Samuel  A Carpets loth  and  Famam. 

Parker,  ChurchUl.. Agricultural  Implements..9i:3  Jones. 

Parrotte,W.L W.  L.  Parrotte  &  Co Wholesale  Hats,  etc 1107  Harney. 

Patrick,  A.  S Patrick  Bros Live  Stock  Raisers R.  1  and  2  Arlington  Blk. 

Patterson,  Geo Nebraska  Fuel  Co Coal 214  S.  13th. 

Patterson,  D  C Patterson  <&  Moore Real  Estate  Brokers Omaha  Nat'l  Bank  Bl'd'g. 

Patterson,  R.  C Real  Estate  and  Loans 322  S.  loth. 

Paxton,  Wm.  A * Capitalist Paxton  Building. 

Penfold,  H.J C.  F.  Goodman  Drug  Co..Manager 1110  Farnam. 

Peycke,  Ernest Peycke  Bros ..Commission  Merchants Nw.  Cor.  11th  &.  Howard. 

Peycke,  Edmund Peycke  Bros Commission  Merchants Nw.  Cor.  11th  &  Howard. 

Peycke,  Julius Peycke  Bros Commission  Merchants Nw.  Cor.  llth  &  Howard, 

Polack,  Alex Clothing 1316  Farnam. 

Poppleton,  A.  J Attorney 1st  Nat'l  Bank    Building. 

Powell,  Walter  C Druggist 521  S.  13th. 

Preston,  AVm Wm.  Preston  &  Co Flour  and  Feed 508  Pierce. 

Pundt,  Henrv Grocer 1218  Farnam. 

Rector,  Allen  T Rector  Wilhelmy  &  Co Wholesale  Hardware 401-403  S.  10th. 

Rcdick,  Wm.  A Attorney 1511  Farnam. 

Rees,  Samuel Rees  Printing  Co Printing  &  Lithographing.Sw.  Cor.  llth  it  Howard. 

Richardson,  John  S Banker West  Fallbrook,  Cal. 

Riley,  Jas  E Contractor R.  4  and  5  Granite  Block. 

Rogers,  Milton Milton  Rogers  &  Sons Stoves,  Tinware,  etc 1321-1323  Farnam. 

Rogei-s,  Thomas  J Milton  Rogers  &  Sons Stoves,  Tinware,  etc 1321-1323  Farnam. 

Rosewater,  Andrew Rosewater  &  Christie Civil  &  Sanitary  Eng'rs... .Paxton  Building. 

Rosewater  Edward Omaha  Daily  Bee Editor  and  Manager 916  Farnam. 

Salisbury,  J.  G Contractor  and  Builder Paxton  Huilding. 

Scherb,  Ignace 1557  N.  19th. 

Schroeder,  Louis Real  Estate 213  S.  13th. 

Sheely,  Joseph  F Ne.  Cor.  15th  &  Howard. 

Shelton,  Nathan ftUdland  Guarantee  Co President 1505  Farnam. 

Shiverick,  Chas Furniture 1206-1210  Farnam. 

Shriver,  W.  (4 Real  Estate  and  Loans R.  12  Frenzer  Block. 

Sloman,  Samuel  A Real  Estate  and  Loans R.  22-23  Hellman  Bldg. 

Smith,  Sidney Architect 1st  Natl.  Bank  Building. 

Soper,  David D.  Soper  &  Co Lumber  Mfgs.  Agents Ist  Natl.   Bank  Building. 

Specht,  Christian Western  Cornice  Works... Proprietor 

Squires,  Chas.  E Barber  Asphalt  P'vi'g  Co.. Cashier Ramge  Building. 

Stephenson,  James Omaha  Cab  Co.,  Livery.. ..Proprietor 402-404  S.  10th. 

Stone,  Emerson  L Dewey  &  Stone W'sale  &  Retail  Furniture.1115-1117  Farnam. 

Strang,  A.  L \.  L.  Strang  <fe  Co W'sale  Machinery,  etc 920-924  Farnam. 

Stubbendorf,  Fred Res.  12:30  S.  10th. 

Suessenbach,  Hy Willow  Springs  Dist.  Co... Superintendent 4th  and  Pacific  Sts. 

Sunderland,  J.  A {  ^  Lim^  Co.*^.!^^.'!^.!..*}^^^^^'^'"^  ^nd  Treas 209  S.  13th. 

Taylor,  Chas.  T N.  Y.Life  Insurance  Co... General  Agent Sw.  14th  and  Douglas. 

Taylor,  Thomas  H Himebaugh  &  Taylor Hardware,  etc 1405  Douglas. 

Thomas,  Claudius  W : Capitalist Grand  Island,  Neb. 

Thomas,  Drexel  L Nebraska  Savings  Bank... Cashier R.  8,  Board  of  Trade. 

Tower,  Lyman  H    Capitalist R.  17,  Board  of  Trade. 

Towle,  George  C Nebraska  Fuel  Co President 214  S.  13th. 

Troxell,  B.  F. Troxell  &  Williams Commission 1214  Harney. 

Tuttle,  Thomas  F Insurance First  Natl.  Bank. 

Upton,  M.  A M.  A.  Upton  &  Co Real  Estate 309  S.  16th  St^ 

Wakefield,  John  A W'sale  &  Retail  Lumber... 18th  and  PiertTe.. 

Walker,  Charles  H Fowler  Bros P.  0.  Box  3415  N.  Y.  City. 

Welshans,  Joseph  L Welshans  &  McEwan Plumbers  &  Gas  Fitters...317  S.  15th. 

Welshans.  Wm.  J ." Building  Material 311  S.  16th. 

Wheeler,  Daniel  H Wheeler  &  Wheeler Insurance R.  1,  Creighton  Block. 

Whitney,  David Whitney  &  Co Produce  and  Commission..l20  fi.  13th 

White,  Frank  E Grain  Dealer Plattsmouth. 

Williams,  Lorenzo  B Neb.  and  Iowa  Ins  Co Vice-President Withnell  Block. 

Willis,  John  G Real  Estate 

Windheim.  Peter. Painter  and  Decorator S.  16th. 

Winning,  F  E Pacific  Express  Co 1215  Farnam  St. 

Withnell,  Richard  N Withnell  Bros Brick  Mfgs.  and  Contrs....R.7,  Withnell  Block. 

Wood,  Orlando  S Physician 1502  Capitol  Avenue. 

Woodman,  Clark Woodman  Linseed  Oil  Co.President 1st  Natl.  Bank  Bldg. 

AVool worth,  James  M Attorney R.  413-414  1st  Natl.  Bank 

Yates,  Henry Nebraska  Nat'l  Bank President.. 12p2  Farnam. 

Young,  Erastus U.  P.  Ry.  Co General  Auditor 

(139) 


IN  JVIEMORIAM. 


CARL  A.  FREID. 

BORN   AT 

Beckaby,  Sweden,  July  1,  1844. 

DIED    AT 

Glen  wood  Springs,  Col.,  Aug.  16,  1887 


EDWARD  MARONEY. 

BORN    AT 

Toonaha-House,  Kilkee,  Ireland,  July  17,  1832. 

DIED  AT 

Omaha,  November  23, 1887. 
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